6M-8.603 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Placed on Probation Good Cause Exemption.

Pursuant to Section 1002.69, F.S., the State Board of Education, upon request of a private prekindergarten provider or public school that remains on probation for two (2) consecutive years or more and subsequently fails to meet the minimum rate adopted under Section 1002.69(6)(a), F.S., and for good cause shown may grant to the provider or school an exemption from being determined ineligible to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and receive state funds for the program.

(1) The following process must be followed in order for a provider to be eligible to receive a good cause exemption:

(a) The provider must acknowledge being placed on probation and provide a notice that they intend to apply for a good cause exemption immediately following the first occurrence of failing to meet the readiness rate adopted by the State Board of Education. A provider that has been placed on probation upon issuance of the final readiness rates by the Department will remain on probation until such time that the provider has been issued a VPK readiness rate that meets the minimum rate set by the State Board of Education in Rule 6A-1.099821, F.A.C.

(b) The provider must adhere to all requirements of probation associated with having not met the readiness rate.

(c) The provider must assess each child enrolled in their program in accordance with paragraph (2)(a) of this rule.

(2) Criteria for Granting Good Cause Exemptions. Each of the following criteria must be met to be granted a good cause exemption:

(a) Learning Gains. The private prekindergarten provider or public school must demonstrate learning gains on a standardized assessment approved by the Department. The ratio of students making learning gains to the total number of students assessed must be proportional to the ratio of students ready for kindergarten reflected in the readiness rate. The documentation of learning gains shall meet the following criteria:

1. Providers must utilize an assessment approved by the Department. A provider seeking a good cause exemption shall have the early learning coalition or a Department-approved second party administer the state-approved prekindergarten enrollment screening to each child in the prekindergarten provider’s program within the first thirty (30) instructional days of each school year program or the first ten (10) instructional days of a summer program and the provider shall administer the standardized post-assessment approved by the Department to measure the student’s learning gains for the year or summer, as appropriate. All costs associated with the assessments shall be borne by the VPK program provider.

2. Testing procedures for the assessment shall be performed according to the publisher’s guidelines and assessment results shall be tabulated according to the publisher’s guidelines. The provider shall take appropriate measures to ensure the integrity of the testing process. Individual student test results must be submitted to the Department in an electronic format such as provided by the Department. All data must be submitted to the Department within thirty (30) days after the administration of each assessment.

3. At a minimum, data must be provided for all years following the first year of a provider having been placed on probation. Assessment results for all program completers who were assessed shall be included. An explanation shall be included for any program completers who were not assessed.

4. The results of the assessment shall demonstrate substantial and appropriate learning gains by program completers. Learning gains are substantial and appropriate if the ratio of students making learning gains to the total number of students assessed is seventy (70) percent or greater.
(b) Health and Safety Requirements. Pursuant to Section 1002.69(7)(d), F.S., a good cause exemption may not be granted to any private prekindergarten provider that has any Class I violations or two or more Class II violations within the two (2) years preceding the provider’s or school’s application for the exemption. For purposes of this rule, Class I violations and Class II violations have the same meaning as provided in Section 402.281(3), F.S. The good cause exemption application must include copies of all Department of Children and Families Childcare Inspection Checklists for all inspections performed by the Department of Children and Families under authority of Sections 402.301-402.319, F.S., during the two-year time period prior to application for good cause exemption.

(c) Individual Circumstances. Extraordinary or unique circumstances under which the provider should be allowed to continue to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program after remaining on probation for two (2) consecutive years and failing to meet the minimum readiness rate adopted by the State Board of Education as satisfactory under Section 1002.69, F.S.

(d) Adherence to an approved provider improvement plan under Section 1002.67(3)(c), F.S., following all steps towards improvement specified in the plan including the use of a Department-approved curriculum or a staff development plan approved by the Department.
(3) Application. A provider seeking a good cause exemption shall complete the Department’s VPK Good Cause Exemption Application Form VPK-GCE-02, May 2012, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-01190 which is incorporated by reference herein. The sole method of submitting this form will be through the Department’s web site at: https://vpk.fldoe.org. The submission of an application for a good cause exemption must adhere to the following:

(a) The provider may submit additional documentation in support of its application. The Department may request additional documentation for verification of eligibility.

(b) A provider who fails to meet the minimum readiness rate after having been placed on probation for two (2) consecutive years may submit a good cause exemption application at any time after the release of the annual preliminary VPK Readiness Rate. Supporting documentation submitted with the application must include a review of adherence to the provider improvement plan, fidelity of implementation of the required curriculum or staff development plan pursuant to Section 1002.67(3)(c)2., F.S., and feedback from the previous year Department’s site visits. The good cause exemption application and all supporting documentation must be received by the Department no later than fourteen (14) days after the timely filed provider acknowledgment of failing to achieve the minimum readiness rate submitted pursuant to Rule 6A-1.099821, F.A.C.

(c) The Department may grant an extension of time for submitting the good cause exemption application or supporting documentation for good cause shown. Good cause includes unavoidable circumstances such as illness or natural disaster, or excusable neglect.

(4) Department Review and Recommendation.

(a) Eligibility. The Department shall review each application for a good cause exemption to verify that the provider is eligible to apply. The Department shall deny any application that is submitted by a provider who does not meet the criteria described in paragraph (1)(b) or (1)(c) of this rule, without further review.

(b) The Department will review each application for a good cause exemption filed by an eligible provider, and shall make a recommendation to the State Board of Education as to whether or not to grant the good cause exemption to the provider. The Department may include outside consultants in the review process. The Department may request additional information from providers to supplement provider applications and may consider additional relevant documentation gathered or received by the Department from any source. The Department shall allow the provider an opportunity to rebut any evidence considered that was not submitted by the provider.

(c) The Department will consider each application individually and shall include in its recommendation and report:

1. Whether the provider met the criteria described in subsection (1) of this rule;

2. Whether the provider was previously granted a good cause exemption;

3. The readiness rates of other providers in comparable circumstances, if such information is available and relevant;

4. Whether the circumstances warrant granting the request for a good cause exemption; and

5. Whether any conditions should be imposed upon the grant of a good cause exemption. Each conclusion or recommendation shall be accompanied by an explanation in the report.

(d)1. The Department shall issue a preliminary recommendation and report and provide a copy of it to the provider.

2. The provider may submit a written response to the Department’s preliminary recommendation and report within fourteen (14) days of receipt.

3. The Department shall consider any timely response and revise the recommendation and report, if appropriate.

(5) State Board of Education Determination.

(a) The Department will make its final recommendation to the State Board of Education by forwarding a final recommendation and report to the State Board of Education regarding each application submitted. A copy of the final recommendation and report will be provided to the applicant.

(b) The Department will provide to the State Board of Education copies of the following documents:

1. The provider’s good cause application, with supporting documents;

2. Additional documentation considered by the Department in making its recommendation;

3. The Department’s preliminary recommendation and report;

4. The provider’s response to the preliminary recommendation and report, if one was submitted; and

5. The Department’s final recommendation and report.

(c) The State Board of Education may consider a provider’s application based on the written submissions alone or may, in its discretion, allow oral argument before the Board.

(d) The State Board of Education shall grant or deny each application. The State Board of Education may conditionally grant an application if, but for the proposed condition(s), the application would be denied.

(e) The Department shall notify Florida’s Office of Early Learning of all good cause exemptions granted by the State Board of Education. Any provider granted a good cause exemption shall continue to implement its improvement plan and continue the corrective actions required under Section 1002.67(3)(c)2., F.S. Any exemption granted by the State Board of Education is valid for one (1) year and may be renewed through the same application process.

(f) The Department will provide onsite review of adherence to the curriculum as approved in the provider improvement plan pursuant to Section 1002.67(3)(c), F.S., implementation of the VPK standards and research based instructional practices, and ensure that ongoing student progress monitoring is administered by all providers granted a good cause exemption.
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