15C-14.004 Vessel Registration by Counties.

(1) A county which elects to impose an annual vessel registration fee pursuant to Section 327.22(2), Florida Statutes, shall notify the Department of its intent at least 30 calendar days prior to the activation of the fee. Said notification will include the fee implementation date and the name of the county agent responsible for the collection of the fee.

(2) The vessel registration period established by a county shall expire annually on the same date as the expiration date established for the registration/reregistration of vessels by the State.

(3) The county agent authorized to issue the county certificate of registration and/or decal shall remit to the Department all moneys collected for the preservation of manatees pursuant to Section 327.22(2), Florida Statutes. Such remittance shall be made not later than 20 days following the last day of the month in which the moneys were collected. This submission shall be made separate from the submission made for moneys collected as part of the State’s vessel titling and registration process.

(4) Not later than August 15th of each year, the county agent who collected a county vessel registration fee for the previous year shall provide the Department with a written certification as to the total number of county vessel registrations sold during the previous registration period. In addition, the Certified Public Accountant who conducts the county’s annual audit will be required by the county to make a certification to the Department as to the total number of county vessel registrations which were sold during the previous year. This certification shall be submitted to the Department within 30 days of the date the final county audit is published.

(5) In the event a county issues a vessel decal to validate the payment of the county registration fee, said decal shall be affixed at least 12 inches away from any state or federally issued numbers or decals. In no event shall a county vessel registration number be affixed to a state registered vessel.

Specific Authority 327.04 FS. Law Implemented 327.22(2) FS. History–New 10-16-84, Formerly 16N-33.04, 16N-33.004, 62N-33.004.

