18-1.003 General Requirements.

(1) Neither the Board nor its agent shall commit the State to the purchase of land, through any instrument of negotiated contract or agreement for purchase, unless the provisions of Section 253.025, F.S., and of this rule, have been complied with. However, the Board may substitute alternate procedures for this rule and for the provisions of Section 253.025, F.S., as follows:

(a) Federally mandated acquisition procedures may be used when federal funds are available and will be utilized for the purchase of land, and qualification for such federal funds requires compliance with federally-mandated acquisition procedures; or

(b) Federal appraisals may be used when, pursuant to a joint federal and state acquisition project, lands are being acquired by the Board for anticipated sale, conveyance, or transfer to the Federal Government; or

(c) Department of Transportation appraisal procedures may be used when abandoned railroad rights-of-way are to be appraised.

(2) The Board may waive any provision of this rule and Section 253.025, F.S., when land is being conveyed to the Board from another State agency, except that except that the maximum amount requirements of paragraph 253.025(6)(e), F.S., may not be waived.

(3) Prior to any acquiring agency initiating acquisition of property, the agency shall contact the Division to determine the availability of existing suitable state-owned lands in the area which meet the public purpose for which the acquisition is being proposed. If the acquiring agency determines that no suitable state-owned lands exist, it may proceed to acquire the property by employing this rule and all available statutory authority for acquisition. For purposes of this subsection, the adoption of the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL), the Save Our Coast (SOC), and the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF) acquisition lists by the Board pursuant to Sections 259.04, 253.023 and 375.041, F.S., constitutes a finding that no suitable replacement lands exist.

(4) All conveyances to the Board of fee title in land shall be by no less than a special warranty deed, unless the conveyance is from the Federal Government, county government, other state agency, or, if a gift or donation by quitclaim deed, if the Board, or its designee, determines that accepting such quitclaim deed is in the best interest of the public. The Board may accept a quitclaim deed to aid in clearing title or boundary questions.
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