18-24.006 Council Evaluation and Grouping.

(1) Following full review, the Council shall develop a list of projects for consideration by the Board in accordance with the provisions of Section 259.105(3)(b), Florida Statutes, and Sections 259.105(4), (8), (9), (10), (13), (14), (15), and (16), Florida Statutes.

(2) Following the full review of projects pursuant to Rule 18-24.005, F.A.C., the Council shall select projects for inclusion on the list. An affirmative vote of at least five council members shall be required to place a project on the list to be presented to the Board. 

(3) The Council shall evaluate the entire list of approved projects and group those for consideration by the Board as follows:

(a) Group A: Those acquisition projects proposed for approval, which will receive the highest priority for acquisition. Projects designated for Group A shall be so designated based on those which make the greatest contributions toward achieving the Florida Forever goals and measures, and the Florida Forever criteria. The number of projects designated for Group A shall be limited, as determined by the Council, based on the total estimated funds available for acquisition during the acquisition cycle for which the projects are scheduled, and the anticipated success rate of acquiring targeted projects. 

(b) Group B: Those acquisition projects proposed for approval that are considered by the Council to be important, but not of the highest priority, based on the criteria stated in (a).

(c) Within Group A and Group B there will be three subgroups:

1. Fee Simple/Large Holdings Subgroup: Those acquisition projects made up predominantly of large ownerships to be acquired in fee simple;

2. Multi-Parcel or Small Holdings Subgroup: Those acquisition projects made up predominantly of small ownerships with individual values not exceeding one million dollars each; or individual acquisitions that are determined by the Council to contribute to achieving the Florida Forever goals, measures and criteria enough to qualify for acquisition, but are valued at less than one million dollars; and

3. Less-Than-Fee Acquisition Subgroup: Those acquisition projects where the majority of the project is proposed to be acquired in less than fee, such as conservation easements.

(d) Within each of the subgroups in Group A and Group B, special consideration shall be given based on each project’s ability to meet the provisions of the Florida Forever criteria described in Sections 259.105(9)(j) and (l), Florida Statutes, and in Section 259.105(10), Florida Statutes. 

(4) Project groupings shall be determined by the Council based on the results of the full review detailed in Rule 18-24.005, F.A.C.

(5) The estimated value of all projects recommended to the Board by the Council, shall exceed the amount of money available in the Fund for acquisition.

(6) All acquisition projects approved by the Board shall be eligible for funding, with available resources targeted initially toward projects in Group A. However, the Board may approve the purchase of any project from any group or subgroup in furtherance of the intent expressed in Section 259.105(2)(e), Florida Statutes. 

(7) Before consideration for acquisition from the Fund, projects remaining on the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) list shall be evaluated by the Council as directed by Section 259.105(16), Florida Statutes. Those projects recommended for approval will then be grouped as described in subsection 18-24.006(3), F.A.C.
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