5B-54.001 Definitions.

(1) For the purpose of this chapter, the definitions in Section 586.02, F.S., and the following definitions shall apply:

(a) Authorized Representative. Any designated employee, inspector, or collaborator of the department or the United States Department of Agriculture.

(b) Certificate of Inspection. An official document stipulating compliance with the requirements of this chapter. The term certificate may include label, rubber stamp imprint, tag permit, written statement, or any form of inspection and certification document which accompanies the movement of inspected and certified honeybees, honeybee equipment or other regulated articles.

(c) Certificate of Registration. An official document issued by the department to honeybee colony owners as evidence of being properly registered with the department in compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

(d) Division Director. The director of the Division of Plant Industry.

(e) Honey bee: means all species of the western honey bee (Aphis mellifera). Managed colonies in the state of Florida are those that have European sub-species of Apis mellifera contained therein.

(f) USDA. United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services, Plant Protection and Quarantine.

(2) The purpose of this chapter is to identify and declare as nuisances those honeybee pests and unwanted races of honey bees which are known to science and considered to seriously threaten Florida’s beekeeping industry. It is also the purpose of this chapter to provide guidelines for registering beekeepers and the placement of honey bee colonies, conducting inspection, control, eradication, and regulatory action to prevent the establishment of honeybee pests and unwanted races of honeybees, to provide early detection of any new pests, and to prevent or control their distribution within the state if infestation occurs.
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