20-1.009 Examination of Agent Application.

(1) The Department of Agriculture shall, within a reasonable time, examine each application for agent registration and consider the information submitted therewith. The Department of Agriculture shall also consider the past history of any applicant for whom registration is sought, either individually or in connection with any individual, copartnership, corporation, association or other business unit with whom any person being considered for registration as a citrus fruit dealer’s agent shall have been connected in any capacity, and may, in proper cases, impute to the applicant, association, or other business unit, the liability for any wrong or unlawful act previously performed by said individual, corporation, copartnership, association or any other business unit.

(2) Any application for the registration of a person as a citrus fruit dealer’s agent, believed to be a subterfuge to permit a person to act as a citrus fruit dealer without proper licensing, shall, prior to registration being granted, be referred to the Department of Citrus, together with a report detailing the facts and circumstances surrounding the application. Agent registration shall not be approved if the Florida Citrus Commission makes a finding that such person would not be qualified for license as a citrus fruit dealer and that such agent registration would be a subterfuge to permit the person to operate as a citrus fruit dealer without a license.
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