73A-2.004 Decertification and Decertification Review for the Retention of Major League Baseball Spring Training Baseball Franchises.

(1) In addition to the provisions set forth in Section 288.11631(5), F.S., a certified applicant may request that the Department decertify them by sending a written request to the Department at the following address:

Division of Strategic Business Development

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

107 East Madison Street, Mail Station 80

Caldwell Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4120

(2) When, pursuant to Section 288.11631(5), F.S., the Department determines that it must decertify a certified applicant, it shall mail the certified applicant a notice of the Department’s intent to decertify its certified applicant status.

(3) If a certified applicant petitions the Department for decertification review pursuant to Section 288.11631(5), F.S., the petition must be provided in writing to the address provided in subsection (1) of this rule. A petition must include the specific findings of fact which refute the Department’s enumerated findings provided in the intent to decertify and must contain all supporting documentation.

(4) Upon receipt of the petition for decertification review, the Department shall conduct a review of the certified applicant’s challenge compared to its original findings determined pursuant to subsection (2) of this rule. The Florida Sports Foundation may provide a recommendation to the Department concerning decertification.

(5) In addition to the criteria provided in Section 288.11631(5), F.S, the Department may decertify a certified applicant if the certified applicant fails to comply with the terms of the agreement entered into with the Department.
(6) Pursuant to Section 11.45(9)(b), F.S., the Department may request the Auditor General to provide technical advice in performing an audit, per Section 288.11631(7), F.S., if the Department becomes aware that a certified applicant is using funds provided under this section for purposes other than those specified in Section 288.1163(3), F.S.

(7) The outcome of the Department’s review is subject to review under Chapter 120, F.S. 
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