20-39.011 Additional General Provisions.

(1) The use of containers approved in Rules 20-39.003 and 20-39.004, F.A.C., is subject to additional provisions and limitations of this rule section.

(2) When wirebound boxes are used, the top must be securely closed, the top box cleats shall be within 3/16'' of the side cleats, and the intermediate wire loops must be so engaged that the bulge at the opening between the side slot and the top slot does not exceed 1/2'' at any point.

(3) Maximum bulge on approved citrus containers when stacked on pallets and/or floor surface shall be determined as follows:
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(a) Begin measurement at bottom of corner of pallet (Figure a and b) or floor surface (Figure c).

(b) Measure up to the corner of the container in the 5th layer of the 6-layer pallet (Figure a), or in the 6th layer of a 7-layer pallet (Figure b).

(c) Repeat the measurement of any other corner of the pallet. Record the measurement.

(d) Average the two measurements.

(e) If the average sum of the two measurements exceeds the combined outside depth of the containers, plus a variance of -3/4'' inch per container, the containers on the pallet will not meet bulge requirement except where otherwise provided in the rule.

(f) The height of the top layer of fruit in any carton shall not exceed an absolute limit of two inches from the top edge of container into which it is being packed.

(g) If the pallet or stack is rejected, the fruit from all non-conforming cartons shall be removed and re-sized, and the cartons repacked.

(4) The 3/4'' inch provision of paragraph (3)(e) of this rule section shall not apply to oranges being packed for export to Asian markets other than Japan; so long as maximum bulge does not exceed 1 1/4''.

(5) Any approved container may be reused for interstate shipments of citrus fruit if the container is clean, sanitary, in good repair, has all incorrect markings obliterated and meets all requirements of the Federal Food and Drug Administration. The use of secondhand containers for sale and delivery of citrus fruit for retail consumption within the State of Florida shall not be prohibited.

(6) Bulk type containers shall be excluded from above general provision.

(7) For reporting purposes citrus containers labeled by weight shall be 1/3 standard shipping box size, 14 lb. net weight; 1/4 standard shipping box size, 10 lb. net weight; 1/5 standard shipping box size, 8 lb. net weight; 1/8 standard shipping box size, 5 lb. net weight; 1/10 standard shipping box size, 4 lb. net weight; 1/12 standard shipping box size, 3 lb. net weight; or according to schedule in Section 601.15(3)(b), F.S.
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