64B13-4.004 Manner of Application.

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a certified optometrist shall apply to the department. The board will determine if an applicant qualifies for licensure. The board will approve an applicant for licensure as a certified optometrist who:

(a) Completes the application forms as required in subsection (2) below and remits the required fees to the department.

(b) Submits satisfactory proof that the applicant:

1. Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Is of good moral character.

3. Has graduated from a school or college of optometry approved by the board which has been accredited by the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) and which remains accredited by ACOE.

4. Has successfully completed at least 110 hours of transcript-quality course-work and clinical training in general and ocular pharmacology at an institution that:

a. Has facilities for both didactic and clinical instruction in pharmacology; and

b. Is accredited by a regional or professional accrediting organization that is recognized and approved by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation or the United States Department of Education.

5. Has completed at least 1 year of supervised experience in differential diagnosis of eye disease or disorders as part of the optometric training or in a clinical setting.

6. Has successfully completed all parts of the licensure examination required by Rule 64B13-4.001, F.A.C.

(2) All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall be made on the form titled “Application for Licensure as Certified Optometrist” number DH-MQA 1128 (Revised 12/13), which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the board office or at: http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/optometry or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03735. All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall include the application fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(7), F.A.C., the department administrative cost as specified in Rule 64B-1.016, F.A.C., and the initial licensure fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(1), F.A.C. No application shall be deemed complete which does not set forth all the information required by said forms and which fails to include all fees as set forth in this rule. 

(3) Applicants are required to complete a 2-hour course relating to prevention of medical errors as part of the licensure process. The course shall be approved by the Board and shall include a study of root-cause analysis, error reduction and prevention, and patient safety.

(4) Any licensed practitioner licensed to practice optometry in Florida prior to July 1, 1993 who is not a certified optometrist and who desires to be licensed as a certified optometrist shall apply to the department for certification. The board will approve a licensed practitioner for licensure as a certified optometrist who satisfies the requirements of subparagraphs (1)(b)4. and 5. above, successfully completes the certification examination set forth in subsection 64B13-4.001(3), F.A.C., and remits the fee established in subsection 64B13-6.001(7), F.A.C.
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