65C-13.029 Licensed Out-of-Home Team Member Roles.

(1) Responsibilities of the Licensed Out-of-Home Caregiver to the Child.

(a) The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall be a member of a team that supports children and youth in out-of home care. The team consists of the professionals representing the department, the lead agency, the Regional Licensing Authority or supervising agency, the case manager, caregiver, and other professionals with responsibility for the welfare of children in care. Caregivers have primary responsibility for the care, nurture and development of a child in his or her home. The caregiver is required to promote normalcy for the child to the fullest extent possible. Therefore, caregivers shall:

1. Provide input into the development of the child’s case plan and other decisions made by the team.

2. Ensure that children in their care are safe, loved, and nurtured.

3. Allow the child to participate in age-appropriate activities at home, in school, and in the community.

4. Advocate for and support the child in order to minimize trauma to the greatest degree possible, including trauma stemming from the transition from and to their home and other placements.

5. Support the child in maintaining progress in school or exceeding past performance when possible.

6. Help the child to acquire life and social skills consistent with their age and maturity level.

7. Ensure that the child receives appropriate health, dental, and mental health care as needed.

8. Work with families, where permitted by the court, to promote visitation and the safe return of children to their families’ care.

9. Share their perspectives with team members and the courts with respect to the best interest of the child(ren) in their care.

(b) All children in the home shall be protected from abandonment, exploitation, neglect, and abuse. Suspected child abuse or neglect including incidents of child-on-child sexual abuse shall be reported immediately to the Florida Abuse Hotline.

(c) The child must be assisted in understanding and accepting who he or she is, and helped to deal with any feelings about his or her parents and the circumstances which brought him or her into out-of-home care.

(d) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall provide a loving environment, acceptance, and care to a child without expecting a demonstration of appreciation from the child.

(e) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall provide the child with opportunities for normal growth and development.

(f) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall accept the direction and supervision given by the Regional Licensing Authority or supervising agency in caring for the children.

(g) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall promote the following conditions for the child in the home:

1. Opportunities and encouragement to communicate and have contact with family members, friends, and other people important to the child. The only exception is when the court specifically bars contact with an individual,

2. Promote and encourage the child’s educational progress, and ensure that the child completes assignments and homework,

3. Respect for the child’s body, person, possessions, bed and personal space,

4. Opportunities to develop interests and skills through participation in school and community activities,

5. Encourage and support the child in making new friends and maintaining past friends who have had a positive relationship with the child,

6. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall keep records of school reports,

7. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall never make negative statements about a child’s family and shall work to preserve the child’s cultural history and family connections,

8. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall work in partnership with the child’s case manager in maintaining awards, legal documents, special recognitions, family photos, and other items that will help the child maintain a sense of his or her identity and connections.

(h) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall allow children and their legal family, including siblings, to communicate by mail and by telephone in accordance with the child's case plan and in keeping with the directions of the court.

(i) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not open the child’s mail, monitor telephone conversations or otherwise interfere with free communication with the legal family, except as necessary to comply with the directions of the court.

(j) Licensed out-of-home caregiver shall provide children opportunities in the home and through life skills classes and other organized activities to learn and practice skills needed for independent living, such as food preparation, money management, consumer awareness, personal hygiene and appearance, housekeeping and care of personal belongings, accessing health care services, transportation, job seeking, education, study skills and interpersonal relationship building or other skills provided for in the child’s independent living skills plan.

(k) The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall support the child’s efforts to learn to drive a car and obtain a learner’s permit and driver’s license as appropriate for their age, maturity level, and availability of insurance. If opportunities for driver’s education are not available through the school district, the licensed out-of-home caregiver, case manager and legal parents should work in partnership to assist the youth in finding a driver’s education program and in obtaining automobile insurance for children who are allowed to drive. Nothing in this section is meant to imply that the licensed out-of-home caregiver must pay for a car, or insurance on behalf of the youth in their care.

(l) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall be knowledgeable of the Americans with Disabilities Act and shall treat foster children with disabilities with respect and include them in activities to the extent that they are able.

(m) As part of the licensed out-of-home caregiver’s responsibility for promoting educational success, the caregiver will work with each foster child each day on homework and reading skills, and ensure that homework is completed.

(n) Family Care Activities.

1. Daily living tasks.

a. Licensed out-of-home care providers are expected to provide supervision, structure and daily activities designed to promote the individual physical, social, intellectual, spiritual, and emotional development of the children in their home according to each child’s age and developmental level.

b. Licensed out-of-home care providers shall assist the children in performing tasks and developing skills that will promote their independence and the ability to care for themselves.

c. Licensed out-of-home caregivers will help children in their care maintain a sense of their past and a record of their present.

d. Children in out-of-home care will be encouraged by the licensed out-of-home caregiver to assume household chores reasonable for their age and ability but not to exceed those expected of their own children.

e. Children in out-of-home care shall be provided information as appropriate to their age and maturity level, concerning drug and alcohol use and abuse, teen sexuality issues, runaway prevention, health services, community involvement, knowledge of available resources, and in identifying legal issues. These opportunities shall not be withheld as a form of discipline.

f. Children in out-of-home care shall be encouraged and assisted in participating in activities such as having his or her picture taken for publication in a newspaper or yearbook; receiving public recognition for accomplishments; participating in school or after-school organizations or clubs; and participating in community events. Children shall be able to participate in activities that promote personal and social growth, self-esteem and independence. Confidentiality requirements for department records shall not restrict the children’s participation in customary activities appropriate for the child’s age and developmental level.

g. Children in licensed out-of-home care shall be afforded every opportunity for social development, recreation, and normalization of their lives. Children in licensed out-of-home care may attend overnight or planned outings if such activities are determined to be safe and appropriate by the licensed out-of-home caregiver. The case manager shall be available for consultation. The child’s case manager shall be notified within 48 hours of overnight trips exceeding one night. These trips must not interfere with visitation schedules. Background screening is not necessary for participation in normal school or community activities and outings, such as school field trips, dating, scout campouts and activities with friends, families, school and church groups.

h. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall be as diligent in determining approval for such events as he or she would for his or her own children. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall use their parenting skills to familiarize themselves with the individual or group that the child wishes to spend time with and evaluate the child’s maturity level and ability to participate in the activity safely and appropriately.

i. The licensed out of home caregiver shall be sensitive to the parent’s input regarding the types of activities in which the child can participate and the parents must be included, when practicable, in the decision making process.

2. Food and Nutrition.

a. The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall provide nutritionally balanced meals and age appropriate snacks daily.

b. Licensed out-of-home caregivers are expected to provide for any special dietary needs of children placed in their home. The licensed out of home caregiver shall be sensitive to the parent’s input regarding special dietary needs.

c. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not withhold food as a means of discipline or punishment.

3. Clothing and Personal Belongings.

a. All children are to be provided with their own clean, well-fitting, attractive clothing appropriate to their age, gender and individual needs, in keeping with community standards and appropriate to the season.

b. Each child must be provided towels, washcloths, and toiletry items such as toothbrushes, combs, and hairbrushes.

c. All children must be allowed to bring, retain and acquire personal belongings while in care. Licensed out-of-home caregivers must help each child protect and preserve possessions, which are important to the child.

d. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall keep an inventory of all belongings the child brought to the home as well as those purchased or subsequently obtained for the child. When the child leaves the family home the licensed out-of-home caregiver must send with the child all serviceable clothing and personal belongings bought for, earned or given to the child. This includes any toys, bicycles, radios, or other things that are the child’s personal belongings.

4. Religion and ethnic heritage. A licensed out-of-home caregiver shall cooperate with the child’s case manager in arranging opportunities for a child to participate in the faith of his or her choice or that is requested by the child’s family. The child’s licensed out-of-home caregiver shall coordinate appropriate arrangements for the child’s attendance at religious activities in partnership with the child’s case manager.

5. Discipline.

a. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall discipline children with kindness, consistency, and understanding, and with the purpose of helping the child develop responsibility and self-control.

b. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall use positive methods of discipline. Acceptable methods of discipline include:  reinforcing acceptable behavior, expressing verbal disappointment of the child’s behavior, loss of privileges, grounding, restricting the child to the house or yard, sending the child out of the room and away from the family activity, and redirecting the child’s activity.

c. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not subject children to cruel, severe, or unusual forms of discipline.

d. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not use corporal punishments of any kind.

e. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not delegate discipline or permit punishment of a child by another child or by another adult not in a caregiver role.

f. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not withhold meals, clothing, allowance or shelter as a form of discipline.

g. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not ridicule or punish a child for bed-wetting or other lapses in toileting.

h. No child shall be mechanically restrained or locked in any enclosure, room, closet, bathroom or area of the house or premises, for any reason.

i. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall not threaten a child with removal, or with a report to authorities or prohibit visitation with family and significant others as consequences for unacceptable behavior.

j. Licensed out-of-home caregivers will seek the assistance of the child’s primary case manager or therapist for behavior problems.

6. Health Care. Licensed out-of-home caregivers are responsible for ensuring the child has routine medical, vision and dental care. The case manager shall promptly provide licensed out-of-home caregivers with the child’s prescription medication and information regarding any medical, vision and dental interventions necessary for the child’s health and well-being. Licensed out-of-home caregivers are responsible for administering and documenting medication prescribed for the child. The amount, date and time the medication is administered to the child shall be documented and kept with the child’s resource record. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall keep accurate records of the administering of all medications, including psychotropic medications, and of medical treatment and interventions. No child shall be given prescription medication without a physician’s prescription or medication prescribed to another person.

7. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall comply with court orders, visitation plans and the case plan for any children placed in their care.

8. Resource Records. The child’s resource record (CPR) shall be maintained by the licensed out of home care giver. The CRR is a standardized record developed and maintained for every child entering out-of-home care that contains copies of the basic legal, demographic, available and accessible educational, and available and accessible medical and psychological information pertaining to a specific child, as well as any documents necessary for a child to receive medical treatment and educational services. Where medical or educational information is not available and accessible, written documentation of the efforts made to obtain the information must be in the file. The Child’s Resource Record (CRR) shall be housed where the child is placed and shall accompany the child to every health encounter and shall be updated as events occur.

9. Education. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall work in partnership with the child’s case manager to address the child’s educational needs and to allow for the continuation of school attendance. To further promote visibility within the community, children in care may not be home schooled.

10. Allowances. Children in licensed out-of-home care shall receive an allowance. The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall not expect the child to use this allowance for purchasing personal hygiene items, school supplies, clothing or other necessities. Allowances are not to be withheld as a form of discipline.

(2) Licensed Out-of-Home Caregiver Responsibilities to the Case Management Agency.

(a) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must work cooperatively with the case manager as a member of a treatment team in seeking counseling, other professional services and in preparing and implementing the case plan for each child.

(b) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must provide pertinent information for judicial review hearings and administrative review conferences for children placed in their home.

(c) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall work in partnership with the case manager to maintain child resource records in a secure manner, which ensures confidentiality for the child and the child’s parents.

(d) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must work in partnership with the child’s case manager in preparing the child to leave their family in accordance with the case plan goal, and must participate in and support the placement process.

(e) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall only allow the child to be moved from the home by a child protective investigator or department, lead agency or case management agency staff member, after seeing proof of identification.

(f) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall obtain prior approval from the supervising agency for the movement of the child to another home for purposes of respite.

(g) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall notify the child’s case manager in advance of vacations in which the child shall be participating.

(h) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall notify the child’s case manager within 24 hours of any sexually inappropriate action or behavior by the child.

(i) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall comply with court orders, visitation plans and the case plan for any children placed in their care.

(3) Responsibilities of the Licensed Out-of-Home Caregivers to the Child’s Family.

(a) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must present a positive image of and demonstrate respect for the child’s own family and must agree to maintain a working relationship with the child’s family members as indicated in the child’s case plan.

(b) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must participate in planning and facilitating visits for the child with his parents and family members as indicated in the case plan.

(c) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must allow children and their family members to communicate by mail and telephone in accordance with the child’s case plan.

(d) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must share as many parenting experiences as possible with the child’s legal family, i.e.; participating in school conferences and activities, transporting the child to medical appointments, buying clothing, and attending social activities.

(e) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must never be openly critical of the child’s legal family to the child or to others. Negative experiences and feelings should be shared with the case manager in a private setting and any indication of abuse and/or neglect shall be reported to the Florida Abuse Hotline.

(f) Licensed out-of-home caregivers must willingly share information about the child, his development, school progress, behavior, and any significant happenings with the case manager and with the child’s family.

(4) Responsibilities of the Licensed Out-of-Home Caregivers to the Regional Licensing Authority and Supervising Agency.

(a) When a foster child age 12 or older is believed to be missing, within four hours the licensed out-of-home caregiver shall notify law enforcement and request that a missing child report be opened and obtain the case number, inspect the child’s belongings to determine what items are missing and assist the child’s case manager in efforts to locate the child. Children age 11 or younger should always be immediately reported to local law enforcement as missing.

(b) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall notify the department and supervising agency if any child’s case manager does not make a visit every thirty days. Notification of the department shall be made by calling 1-800 FLA-FIND.

(c) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall be knowledgeable of the provisions of the federal Multiethnic Placement Act, which prohibits delay in the placement of a child on the basis of race, culture or ethnicity and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

(d) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall never sign blank forms or falsify records. Falsification of any records or signatures on blank forms shall result in a revocation or denial of the foster care license.

(e) Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall keep confidential all information about the child and the child’s family. Discussing this information shall be limited to a Regional Licensing Authority or agency staff member, Guardian Ad Litem, or other authorized professional working with the child.

(5) Responsibilities of the Supervising Agency and the Regional Licensing Authority to the Licensed Out-of-Home Caregiver and Children in Care.

(a) The supervising agency will provide and coordinate training opportunities for licensed out-of-home caregivers. Licensed out-of-home caregivers shall be provided with information concerning the Multiethnic Placement Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

(b) The supervising agency must share all available information on each child placed with the licensed out-of-home caregiver.

(c) The supervising agency shall provide the child resource record to the licensed out-of-home caregiver at the time of placement or within 72 hours of the placement.

(d) The supervising agency shall provide licensed out-of-home caregivers with the names and phone numbers of persons who should be contacted in emergencies.
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