65C-13.032 Over-Capacity Assessments and Exceptions.

(1) Capacity.

(a) A recommendation shall be made by the supervising agency for the licensed capacity in each family foster home based on:

1. An evaluation of the skills, experience and support network of the prospective licensed out-of-home caregiver,

2. The physical space in the home; and,

3. The needs of the children served.

(b) The total number of children in the home shall not exceed five children, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children, unless the home is being licensed as a child specific license for a sibling group larger than five. There shall be no more than two infants under twenty-four months in a licensed home, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children.

(2) Placement. The total number of children placed in each family foster home shall be based on the recommendation of the supervising agency, using the following criteria:

(a) The needs of each child in care;

(b) The ability of the licensed out-of-home caregiver to meet the individual needs of each child, including any of the out-of-home caregiver’s own children living in the home;

(c) The amount of safe space;

(d) The ratio of active and appropriate adult supervision to the number of children; and,

(e) The background, experience, and skill of the licensed out-of-home caregivers.

(3) Approval of Over-Capacity Assessments for Over Five Children or More than Two Infants.

(a) Assessment approvals for more than five children or more than two infants under twenty-four months shall be given prior to placement by the supervisor in writing or via electronic method for the following situations and shall be approved personally and in writing the next business day by the Regional Administrator or the Chief Executive Officer for the Community Based Care Lead Agency or their designee. The following circumstances require an assessment:

1. To accommodate a sibling group. This may be a sibling group with some of the children already in the home as well as a sibling group being placed for the first time,

2. To accommodate a child or sibling group needing placement who has previously lived in the home,

3. To allow a teen parent in care to have his or her child or children placed in the same home,

4. If denial of the placement would be contrary to the child’s best interest.

(b) The assessment of each child in the home and of the child being placed in the home shall be completed by the placement staff.

1. The assessment shall include:

a. The medical, mental, physical and behavioral needs of each child,

b. A clear, concise explanation of why the over-capacity waiver should be approved including the reason it has been determined that this is the most appropriate available placement,

c. A description of any special services or support systems which may be necessary to assure the well-being of the child being placed,

d. A description of how this home can physically accommodate the additional child. Accommodations shall include a bed, adequate closet space and room for personal possessions and adequate privacy,

e. Information concerning how the needs of any particularly vulnerable child currently in placement can be adequately protected,

f. Placement needs and risk factors for children who have been sexually victimized or who are sexually aggressive,

g. Verification that there are no active complaints, licensing standards in violation, active abuse reports or foster care referrals for the proposed placement; and,

h. The duration of the waiver; Initial assessment approval shall not exceed 30 days. Subsequent approvals for the same child or children may be approved for (90) day extensions personally and in writing by the Regional Administrator or by the Community-Based Care Lead Agency Chief Executive Officer or their designees.

2. Requirements for the Assessment.

a. The placement staff shall provide to the case manager a copy of the completed assessment within five working days of the child’s placement.

b. The written and approved assessment shall be placed in the licensing file of the out-of-home caregiver.

c. The licensing counselor shall conduct a home visit with the licensed out-of-home caregiver within seven calendar days of a child’s placement to ensure that all appropriate services identified by the case manager are in place to support the out-of-home caregiver.

(4) Over-Capacity Exception and Age Differential Approvals.

(a) Written approval of the exception shall be obtained prior to placement when the licensed capacity and recommended ages of children are exceeded. The exception shall be approved by the supervisor in writing or via electronic method and shall be approved personally and in writing the next business day by the Regional Managing Director or the Chief Executive Officer for the Community-Based Care Lead Agency or their designee.

(b) An initial approval shall not exceed thirty calendar days except when the approval is used to accommodate a sibling group larger than five or with more than two infants under 24 months of age.

(c) The approval for the over-capacity exception shall automatically expire when the total number of children in the home is at or below the licensed capacity.

(d) An approval may be issued for one hundred eighty calendar days if it is issued to accommodate a sibling group larger than five or more than two infants under 24 months of age. Subsequent approvals may be approved for a one hundred eighty-day extension.

(e) All child placements shall be recorded in the Florida Safe Families Network by the supervising agency within forty-eight hours of placement. When such a placement causes a home to exceed a total of five children, the approval shall be recorded on the provider licensing screen.

Rulemaking Authority 409.175 FS. Law Implemented 409.175(3)(a), 409.175(3)(b), (c), 409.175(5)(a)4. FS. History–New 4-6-08, Amended 3-6-14.

