65C-13.033 Babysitting, Overnight Care, Extended Overnight Care and Other Supervision Arrangements.
(1) All persons who provide respite care in their own homes shall be licensed pursuant to Section 409.175, F.S. Respite providers already licensed without having been through pre-service training shall be excluded from the requirement for training under this rule.

(2) A licensed out-of-home caregiver is entitled to paid respite. Six hours or more shall constitute a paid respite day. Each licensed out-of-home caregiver may receive up to twelve paid respite days per year.

(3) Supervising agency approval shall be obtained prior to the respite period if reimbursement is sought.

(4) Babysitting and Other Short Term Home Based Care.

(a) Babysitters shall be at least sixteen years of age or older except for youth age 14-15 who have completed a recognized babysitting course. The local Community-Based Care (CBC) lead agency has the authority to approve the educational course on babysitting.

(b) The licensed out-of-home caregiver is responsible for ensuring that individuals providing babysitting are suitable and appropriate for the age, developmental level and behaviors of the children.

(c) The licensed out-of-home caregiver is responsible for ensuring babysitters receive an orientation that covers protocol for handling emergencies, including telephone numbers for the licensed out-of-home caregiver, case manager and physician. The discipline policy and confidentiality policy shall be clearly explained.

(d) Babysitting does not have to occur in a licensed setting.

(5) Extended overnight care.

(a) Families shall take children in their care on family vacations and trips whenever possible.

(b) The following procedures apply when the parent must be absent for more than 48 hours and the child cannot reasonably accompany them:

1. Foster parents will be allowed to select families or individuals who are well known to them to care for the children in their absence.

2. Except in emergency circumstances, the adults in these families must have criminal and child abuse background checks including finger printing. In emergency circumstances, the CBC or designee will perform a local criminal abuse background check and a child abuse background check within 24 hours of the family or individual taking responsibility for the child(ren). A full background screening will be initiated the next business day. Foster parents are strongly encouraged to identify and screen multiple persons to provide care in emergency situations. Such persons shall be recorded in the Unified Home Study module in Florida Safe Families Network.

3. The foster parent will certify to the CBC or CBC designee that the home is safe and free from hazards considering the age, maturity and developmental level of the child.

4. The CBC shall develop a process for approving these supervision arrangements and the case manager will be informed of the arrangements.

(6) General Provisions. All care providers shall be furnished with written information on the children in their care including:

(a) Telephone numbers for the case manager in case of an emergency;

(b) Medical authorization and instructions on seeking medical care;

(c) Medications, instructions for administering, and the log for recording proper administration of the medications;

(d) Physicians’ name and telephone number(s);

(e) School;

(f) Medicaid number; and,

(g) Medical, physical or behavioral concerns.
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