63D-10.005 Residential Case Management and Transitional Planning.
(1) Following a disposition to residential commitment, the JPO shall complete and submit the Commitment/Transfer Packet Checklist in JJIS no less than five (5) calendar days from disposition, or 20 calendar days from direct commitment.

(2) Youth pending residential commitment shall be contacted by their JPO based on the youth’s risk to re-offend. Low and Moderate risk youth shall have one (1) weekly face-to-face contact with the JPO. The family shall also be contacted weekly by the JPO. Moderate-High and High risk youth shall have two (2) weekly face-to-face contacts with the JPO. The JPO shall conduct one contact with the family weekly. Whenever possible, services and evidenced-based interventions shall be continued while the youth is pending placement.

(3) While the youth is receiving treatment at the residential facility, the JPO shall assist the family and program staff as necessary to ensure communication is conducive to the youth’s successful completion of the program. Contacts with youth, regardless of the method used, must be meaningful and must capture the youth’s progress in the program. Telephonic or web-based participation is acceptable outside a 50-mile radius. The JPO must follow the case management requirements and contacts in Rule 63T-1.003, F.A.C.
(4) Planning for the youth’s transition to the community shall begin at the commitment conference, when the appropriate post-residential services are identified. Planning for the youth’s successful transition involves the ongoing efforts of the youth, family, treatment team, and JPO. Requirements for transition activities are identified in Rule 63T-1.003, F.A.C.

(5) School placement for youth returning to their home school district must be arranged through the home district’s school transition liaison.

(6) If a youth is scheduled to return to an area different from the area of original jurisdiction, the department shall arrange courtesy supervision within 10 calendar days of learning of the relocation request. Courtesy supervision is supervision performed by department staff outside the county of jurisdiction due to the youth’s relocation. If the youth is remaining in the State of Florida, both the sending and receiving JPO shall participate in the transition and exit conferences.

(7) In notifying the JPO of the youth’s planned release date, the commitment program shall forward to the JPO the Pre-Release Notification and Acknowledgment (PRN) form 45 days prior to the youth’s planned release date, and 90 days prior to release for sex offenders who do not meet statutory criteria for involuntary civil commitment of sexually violent predators to the Department of Children and Families (DCF) as set forth in Chapter 394, F.S.

(8) If the department concurs with the proposed release date, the JPO shall notify the committing judge of the program’s intent to release and a plan for aftercare supervision using the Request for Release Letter. The letter, along with a copy of the program’s release Performance Summary, shall be delivered to the judge within three working days of receipt of the PRN. The Performance Summary is a written document used by staff of residential facilities to inform the youth, committing court, JPO, family, and other pertinent parties of the youth’s performance in the program, including status of and progress toward performance plan goals, academic status, behavior and adjustment to the program, significant incidents (positive and negative), and justification for a request for release or discharge. Copies of the letter shall be provided to the family, commitment program, and JPO.

(9) The court has 10 working days, from receipt, to reject or approve the release. The adult court has 14 working days, from receipt, to reject or approve the release. If the court does not respond within the days specified, the request of the department shall be deemed granted. If the court does not accept the recommended release date, the youth shall be held in the program until a release date is accepted by the court. The JPO shall return the completed PRN to the commitment program within five working days of receipt of the form.

(10) In accordance with Chapter 394, F.S., the JPO shall notify the DCF Sexually Violent Predator Program Multidisciplinary Team of the anticipated release of any youth who has been convicted of a sexually violent offense using the approved form. A copy of the written notice shall also be forwarded to the state attorney in the circuit where the youth was adjudicated. Notification to the multidisciplinary team and the state attorney shall take place 180 calendar days prior to the anticipated release from a commitment program of persons age 18 and older who have been convicted of any of the sexually violent offenses defined in statute. The transition process for sex offenders who meet the statutory criteria for involuntary civil commitment shall commence 210 calendar days prior to the youth’s anticipated release from the commitment program if the program is a maximum or high-risk program or otherwise one with a length of stay of more than 180 calendar days.

(11) The residential commitment program shall not release any youth subject to the provisions of Chapter 394, F.S., until the DCF multidisciplinary team has determined eligibility and the state attorney’s office has decided whether or not to file a petition. If it is determined that the youth will not be involuntarily committed to DCF, then the JPO shall notify the program using the Notification of the Decision to Not Involuntarily Commit to DCF form, which is the documentation required in order to release a Sexually Violent Predator (SVP) eligible youth from residential commitment.

(12) Cases under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court shall be approved for direct discharge by said court prior to the department completing any direct discharge action. If a youth has reached the maximum age of jurisdiction or completed the maximum term of confinement that an adult would serve for the same offense while in the residential program, the department shall recommend direct discharge.

(a) If a youth commits a violation of law for which he or she is sentenced with adult sanctions, the department shall pursue direct discharge. To request termination of supervision for a youth sentenced as an adult, the JPO shall follow the same procedures used for terminating a case from juvenile court.

(b) When notifying the court of the youth’s discharge date, the JPO shall provide the court with a notification letter that advises the court of the department’s intent to directly discharge the youth and the reason for the direct discharge. The JPO shall also provide the court with a copy of the discharge Performance Summary and the adult court order, if the youth was sentenced in the adult system.

(13) While a youth is on post-residential supervision, he or she will typically reside with parent(s)/guardian(s). However, some youth may be referred to an independent living program.

(a) Independent living is a category that focuses on providing an array of specialized services, and for some youth, is an opportunity for a placement outside the family home. The program is intended for youth whose home environment is a barrier to a crime-free return to the community, youth who are homeless, and youth who cannot return to the family home.

(b) Youth with sexual offenses, developmental disabilities, and youth with histories of arson, cruelty to animals, or first-degree felonies shall be permitted to participate in an independent living program on a case-by-case basis, and documentation of the youth’s appropriateness shall be maintained in the case file. The critical measure of appropriateness must be calculated based upon an assessment of the youth’s suitability to live on his or her own with minimal adult supervision and with a greatly reduced risk to public safety.

(c) When a youth is prescribed psychotropic medications, a medication evaluation shall be completed prior to consideration of residential independent living placement.

(d) Youths whose adjudication of dependency precedes the adjudication of delinquency should be referred back to DCF for an assessment of eligibility for the independent living program operated for dependent children aging out of foster care.
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