20-64.024 Grapefruit Juice for Beverage Base Product;  Grapefruit Be ver age Base for Export Only.

(1) The purpose of this standard is to establish a product where the juice of legally mature grapefruit for processing and the juice of grapefruit packinghouse eliminations may be used when such juice does not meet a minimum ratio of total soluble solids to acid, calculated as anhydrous citric, of 7.5:1.

(2) Such juice may be used in diluted beverages, drinks, cocktails and juice blends packed as finished product in the State of Florida in retail and institutional containers.

(3) Grapefruit beverage base product or grapefruit and                                     blended juice product (the blank being filled in with the name or names of other fruit juices added to the product) is a product for further processing into products other than grapefruit juice products specified in Section 601.9906(1), Florida Statutes. It may be in concentrated or unconcentrated form. Except as provided in subsection (5), it may be sold or offered for sale or shipped or offered for shipment with a minimum ratio of total soluble solids to anhydrous citric acid of less than seven and one-half to one only upon the addition of at least one of the following ingredients, and the declaration of such ingredient prominently on the container of the product:

(a) Sodium benzoate in an amount not less than 500 ppm.

(b) Fruit juice or fruit juices other than juice of grapefruit or hybrids thereof, but the amount of other fruit juice or fruit juices added shall not contribute less than 25 percent of the total fruit juice soluble solids.

(4)(a) If such ingredients are not added at the time of initial manufacture to the product containing juice of grapefruit with a minimum ratio of less than 7.5:1, with the exception of fruit provided in paragraph (b), the United States Department of Agriculture, Processed Products Branch, in-plant inspector shall be notified of same and all product must be held by the citrus fruit dealer manufacturing same on the plant premises and accounted for until such ingredients are added in the amounts specified and product is labeled accordingly.

(b) If such ingredients are not added at the time of initial manufacture of the juice of fruit eliminated from a packinghouse as in Section 601.16(3)(h), Florida Statutes, and such fruit fails to meet maturity standards as provided, the in-plant inspector shall be notified of same and all product must be placed into barrels, or other readily identifiable bulk containers, painted red or having a minimum five-inch wide painted red band around the vertical sides of the container. Also, such containers shall be numbered. Such containers must be held by the citrus fruit dealer manufacturing same on the plant premises and accounted for until such ingredients are added in the amounts specified and product is labeled accordingly.

(5)(a) Subsection (3) shall not apply to grapefruit beverage base product with a minimum ratio of less than seven and one-half to one when such product is packed and certified, at the time of manufacture, for export shipment by the licensed citrus fruit dealer who manufactured the product, to countries outside the United States, other than the countries and territories of: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Montserrat, Netherlands Antilles, Panama, Saint Christopher-Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent, and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, British Virgin Islands.

(b) Product so certified shall be appropriately identified for offshore export only, and may not subsequently be shipped or used domestically.

(c) To qualify for this exemption all product must be handled and accounted for in the same manner as water extracted soluble fruit solids for export under subsection 20-64.021(9), F.A.C.

(d) Such product shall be labeled “grapefruit juice beverage base, for export only” and shipped only in bulk containers with a minimum 45-gallon capacity, that can be readily identified and painted red as provided in paragraph 20-64.024(4)(b), F.A.C. For the purpose of this rule, bulk containers shall not include mobile tankers.
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