25-6.115 Facility Charges for Providing Underground Facilities of Public Distribution Facilities Excluding New Residential Subdivisions.

(1) Each public utility shall file a tariff showing the non-refundable deposit amounts for standard applications addressing new construction and the conversion of existing overhead to underground facilities excluding new residential subdivisions. The tariff shall include the general provisions and terms under which the public utility and applicant may enter into a contract for the purpose of new construction or conversion of existing overhead electric facilities to underground electric facilities. The non-refundable deposit amounts shall approximate the engineering costs for underground facilities serving each of the following scenarios: urban commercial, urban residential, rural residential, existing low-density single family home subdivision and existing high-density single family home subdivision service areas.

(2) For the purpose of this rule, the applicant is the person or entity seeking the undergrounding of existing overhead electric distribution facilities. In the instance when a developer requests local government development approval, the local government shall not be deemed the applicant for purposes of this rule.

(3) Nothing in the tariff shall prevent the applicant from constructing and installing all or a portion of the underground distribution facilities provided:

(a) Such work meets the public utility’s construction standards;

(b) The public utility will own and maintain the completed distribution facilities; and

(c) Such agreement is not expected to cause the general body of ratepayers to incur greater costs.

(4) Nothing in the tariff shall prevent the applicant from requesting a non-binding cost estimate which shall be provided to the applicant free of any charge or fee.

(5) Upon an applicant’s request and payment of the deposit amount, a public utility shall provide a binding cost estimate for providing underground electric service.

(6) An applicant shall have at least 180 days from the date the estimate is received, to enter into a contract with the public utility based on the binding cost estimate. The deposit amount shall be used to reduce the charge as indicated in subsection (7) only when the applicant enters into a contract with the public utility within 180 days from the date the estimate is received by the applicant.

(7) The charge paid by the applicant shall be the charge for the proposed underground facilities as indicated in subsection (8) minus the charge for overhead facilities as indicated in subsection (9) minus the non-refundable deposit amount. The applicant shall not be required to pay an additional amount which exceeds 10 percent of the binding cost estimate.

(8) For the purpose of this rule, the charge for the proposed underground facilities shall include:

(a) The estimated cost of construction of the underground distribution facilities including the construction cost of the underground service lateral(s) to the meter(s) of the customer(s);

(b) For conversions, the estimated remaining net book value of the existing facilities to be removed less the estimated net salvage value of the facilities to be removed.

(9) For the purpose of this rule, the charge for overhead facilities shall be the estimated construction cost to build new overhead facilities, including the service drop(s) to the meter(s) of the customer(s).

(10) An applicant to a public utility for construction of underground distribution facilities may petition the Commission pursuant to Rule 25-22.032, F.A.C.

(11) Nothing in this rule shall be construed to grant any electric utility any right, title or interest in real property owned by a local government.
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