62-761.400 Registration and Financial Responsibility.

(1) General registration requirements.

(a) The owner or operator of any facility, or the owner or operator of a storage tank system shall register the storage tank system with the Department on Form 62-761.900(2).

(b) A completed registration form shall be submitted to the Department no later than 30 days after regulated or hazardous substances are put into any new storage tank system.

(2) Registration fees.

(a) Registration fees are due from the tank or facility owner or operator, as indicated in this section, for all registered storage tank systems except for storage tank systems that have been properly closed in accordance with subsection 62-761.800(2), F.A.C.

(b) A registration fee of $50.00 per tank or vessel shall be submitted for each initial registration of a storage tank system. The fee shall be paid within 30 days after receipt of an invoice by the Department.

(c) A renewal fee of $25.00 per tank shall be paid to the Department for each storage tank system not meeting the closure requirements of subsection 62-761.800(2), F.A.C. by July 1 each year.

(d) A replacement fee of $25.00 per tank shall be paid to the Department for each tank that is replaced for the purpose of facility upgrading, within 30 days after receipt of an invoice by the Department.

(e) A late fee of $20.00 per tank shall be paid to the Department for any renewal that is received after July 31.

(f) Each facility shall receive a registration placard upon payment of all applicable fees. The placard shall be displayed in plain view in the office, kiosk, or at another suitable location at the facility where the tank is located.

(3) Financial responsibility.

(a) General requirements.

1. The owner or operator of a facility, or individual tanks, if of different ownership, shall demonstrate financial responsibility to the Department. If the owner and operator of a tank are separate persons, only one person is required to demonstrate financial responsibility. However, both persons are liable in event of noncompliance. Financial responsibility is only required for tanks containing petroleum or petroleum products. Financial responsibility is the ability to pay for corrective action and third-party liability resulting from a discharge at the facility.

2. The demonstration of financial responsibility shall be made by the owner or operator in accordance with C.F.R. Title 40, Part 280, Subpart H. 

3. Financial responsibility requirements for petroleum storage systems containing petroleum products may be supplemented by participation in the Florida Petroleum Liability Restoration and Insurance Program to the extent provided by Section 376.3072, F.S.

4. Notwithstanding the owner’s or operator’s financial responsibility status, the owner or operator may, in accordance with Chapter 376 or 403, F.S., be liable for any discharge at the facility.

(b) The minimum requirements for financial responsibility for USTs containing petroleum or petroleum products shall be the same as provided by C.F.R. Title 40, Part 280, Subpart H.

(4) Revocation of Registration Placard.

The Department may revoke a registration placard for failure to:

(a) Install, maintain and operate leak detection equipment pursuant to Rule 62-761.610 F.A.C.;

(b) Meet, maintain and operate performance standards pursuant to Rule 62-761.500, F.A.C.;

(c) Respond and abate an ongoing discharge, pursuant to Rule 62-761.820, F.A.C.;

(d) Complete closure of out of service tank systems pursuant to Rule 62-761.800, F.A.C.; or

(e) Maintain adequate financial responsibility pursuant to subsection 62-761.400(3), F.A.C.

The Department shall provide written notice to the owner of the facility 30 business days prior to denying or revoking a registration placard. Owners of facilities shall give written notice to the Department when such deficiencies are corrected and the Department shall re-inspect the facility within two business days of receiving such notice. The Department shall release revoked registration placards within three business days of the re-inspection if all deficiencies have been corrected to the Department’s satisfaction. The Department shall establish, maintain, and post on its web site a list of previously registered facilities that do not have a valid registration placard. This list will not include previously registered facilities for which all storage tank systems have been closed or removed in accordance with Department rules.

(5) Delivery prohibitions.

(a) No owner, operator, or supplier shall deposit any regulated substance into a UST system regulated under this chapter unless that owner or operator has a valid, current Registration Placard issued by the agency covering that UST system.

(b) It is an affirmative defense to the imposition of an administrative penalty for a violation of subparagraph (a) of this paragraph that the owner, operator, or supplier delivering a regulated substance into a UST relied on registration information for the UST obtained from the Department’s website not more than 30 days before the date of delivery.
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