68-5.005 Lionfish.

(1) As used in this rule, “lionfish” means any finfish of the genus Pterois.

(2) The importation of live lionfish or hybrids or eggs thereof is prohibited.

(3) Live lionfish imported from outside the State of Florida after August 1, 2014, may not be sold, offered for sale, bartered, or otherwise exchanged.
(4)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a wholesale or retail dealer, or any other wholesale or retail establishment possessing live lionfish, or any hybrids or eggs thereof may only possess live lionfish harvested from Florida waters or adjacent federal waters. Any wholesale or retail establishment shall maintain the invoices, receipts, bills of sale, bills of lading, or other documentation affirmatively showing that that all lionfish possessed or purchased by the dealer have been sourced from Florida waters or adjacent federal waters.

(b) A wholesale dealer or retailer may possess and offer for sale live lionfish imported prior to August 1, 2014. However, the burden shall be upon any person possessing imported live lionfish to establish the chain of possession from the initial transaction after harvest, by appropriate receipt(s), bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading, and to show that such live lionfish were imported and entered the state in interstate commerce prior to August 1, 2014. Failure to maintain such documentation or to promptly produce same at the request of any duly authorized law enforcement officer shall constitute a violation of this section.

(5) No common carrier or employee of said carrier may carry, knowingly receive for carriage, or permit the carriage of any live lionfish, including hybrids or eggs thereof, except for lionfish lawfully harvested from Florida waters or adjacent federal waters.
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