5O-1.003 Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grants Program.

(1) Request for grant proposals for the renewable energy and energy-efficient technologies grant matching program.

(a) The Department shall issue a request for grant proposals (“RFGP”). The RFGP shall include a copy of the grant application form, instructions for submission of the grant application, and contact information for the Department.

(b) The RFGP shall be issued by publication on the Department’s website and noticed in the Florida Administrative Register.

(c) The Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program is funded through deobligated grant funds from the 2008 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficient Technologies Grants Program. The Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program shall utilize the deobligated funds in accordance with Section 377.804, F.S., to provide grant matching funds to eligible entities to conduct demonstration, commercialization, research, and development projects relating to renewable energy technologies and innovative technologies that significantly increase energy efficiency for vehicles and commercial buildings.
(2) Qualified applicants. Qualified applicants are those applicants identified in Section 377.804(2), F.S., and State of Florida Agencies, as defined in Section 287.012, F.S.

(3) Applications. Applications for the Grant Assistance Pursuant to Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program shall be submitted to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Office of Energy, 600 South Calhoun Street, Suite 251, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 as follows:

(a) Applicants shall complete the form entitled Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program Application, FDACS-01990, (Rev. 6/14), which is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference and may be obtained online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04456 or by emailing the Office of Energy at Energy@FreshFromFlorida.com, and shall submit five (5) paper copies and one (1) electronic copy of the completed application on a non-rewritable compact disc or USB flash drive that will not be returned to the applicant.
(b) The applicant shall include a copy of the applicant’s proposal and application, if applicable, for funding from the Prime Funder’s notice of funding availability and/or application.
(c) Applications must be received by the Department no later than fifteen (15) business days prior to the application due date for the corresponding Prime Funder.
(d) For grant match requests, the minimum allowable amount for an application to be eligible for consideration for award shall be $50,000.00, and the maximum allowable amount shall be $1 million.

(e) Completeness. Applicant must use the Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program Application form FDACS-01990, (Rev. 6/14) provided by the Department. Within 10 days of receipt of an application, the Department will evaluate the application to verify that the applicant has met the qualifying statutory and rule criteria. If the Department determines that the applicant is eligible for funding reservation, the Department will provide a letter of reservation. If the Department determines that the application is incomplete, the Department will issue a written notification to the applicant that the application was determined to be incomplete and will include a description of the application’s deficiencies. If the Department determines that an application is incomplete, the applicant will be allowed to submit a corrected application. The corrected application will be treated as a new application and reviewed in the order that it is received. Supporting documentation will not be returned to applicants.
(f) The Department shall determine a grant application not eligible for award if:
1. The Department has a pending civil or administrative action against the applicant; or

2. The applicant has entered into a consent order with the Department, unless the applicant has satisfied all requirements for corrective actions and has paid all costs, civil penalties, damages, and other financial assessments required by the consent order.

(g) The applicant shall include signature delegation authority as an attachment to the application.

(4) Criteria. The Department shall consider the criteria listed in Section 377.804(4), F.S., and whether eligible projects are demonstration, commercialization, research, and development projects relating to renewable energy technologies and innovative technologies that significantly increase energy efficiency for vehicles and commercial buildings.
(5) Grant funding.

(a) Eligible use of funds.

1. Grant funds are eligible for use to cover travel, supply, equipment, and contractual service expenses if they are directly related to the proposed project.

2. Salaries, fringe benefits, and travel expenses shall be claimed for grant reimbursement only by Florida universities and colleges.

(b) Ineligible use of funds.

1. Indirect Costs are not eligible for grant reimbursement.

2. Salaries, fringe benefits, and travel expenses are not an eligible expense for municipalities and county governments, established for-profit companies licensed to do business in the state, utilities located and operating within the state, and not-for-profit organizations.

3. In accordance with Section 216.347, F.S., applicants are prohibited from using funds provided by this program for the purpose of lobbying the Legislature, the judicial branch, or any state agency.

(6) Applicant matching funds.

(a) For the Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program, the applicant match required to be eligible for consideration for a grant award is as follows: minimum matching for Florida municipalities and county governments, Florida universities and colleges is 50% or half of the total funds requested from the Department. All other eligible entities must provide a 100% or one for one matching obligation of requested funds. Prime Funding is not considered as part of the match obligation ratio.

(b) All applicant matching funds and other in-kind contributions, including third party in-kind, shall be verifiable from the applicant’s and/or its partners’ records, and not be included as contributions for any other state-assisted project or program.

(c) Expenses related to a proposed project incurred prior to the Department’s letter of reservation are not eligible applicant matching funds or in-kind contributions.

(7) Scoring.

(a) The Department shall use a point system to score grants. In scoring grants, points shall be awarded as follows:

	Criteria
	                               Max Points Possible

	Cost Share Percentage1
	10

	Economic Development2
	20

	Technical Feasibility3
	10

	Innovative Technology4
	20

	Production Potential5
	15

	Energy Efficiency6
	20

	Fostering Awareness7
	15

	Project Management8
	10

	Duration & Timeline9
	15

	Location Served10
	5

	Public Integration11
	10

	Total Numerical Rating
	150


1Cost Share Percentage: The availability of matching funds or other in-kind contributions applied to the total project from the applicant.

For Florida municipalities and county governments, and universities and colleges in the state:

-31 points = 0% up to and including 50% of Department funds requested.

1 points = Greater than 50% up to and including 55% of Department funds requested.

2 points = Greater than 52% up to and including 60% of Department funds requested.

3 points = Greater than 60% up to and including 65% of Department funds requested.

4 points = Greater than 65% up to and including 70% of Department funds requested.

5 points = Greater than 70% up to and including 75% of Department funds requested.

6 points = Greater than 75% up to and including 80% of Department funds requested.

7 points = Greater than 80% up to and including 85% of Department funds requested.

8 points = Greater than 85% up to and including 90% of Department funds requested.

9 points = Greater than 90% up to and including 95% of Department funds requested.

10 points = Greater than 95% of Department funds requested.

For all other eligible entities:

-31 points = 0% up to and including 100% of Department funds requested.

1 points = Greater than 100% up to and including 105% of Department funds requested.

2 points = Greater than 105% up to and including 110% of Department funds requested.

3 points = Greater than 110% up to and including 115% of Department funds requested.

4 points = Greater than 115% up to and including 120% of Department funds requested.

5 points = Greater than 120% up to and including 125% of Department funds requested.

6 points = Greater than 125% up to and including 130% of Department funds requested.

7 points = Greater than 130% up to and including 135% of Department funds requested.

8 points = Greater than 135% up to and including 140% of Department funds requested.

9 points = Greater than 140% up to and including 145% of Department funds requested.

10 points = Greater than 145% of Department funds requested.

2Economic Development: The degree to which the project stimulates in-state capital investment and economic development in metropolitan and rural areas, including the creation of jobs and the future development of a commercial market for renewable energy technologies.

Minimum (0 points): Negative contribution or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (20 points): Significant potential for economic development in Florida.

3Technical Feasibility: The extent to which the proposed project has been demonstrated to be technically feasible based on pilot project demonstrations, laboratory testing, scientific modeling, or engineering or chemical theory that supports the proposal.

Minimum (0 points): No proof of feasibility or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (10 points): Project demonstrated to be technically feasible and claims are fully supported.

4Innovative Technology: The degree to which the project incorporates an innovative new technology or an innovative application of an existing technology.

Minimum (0 points): No degree of innovation or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (20 points): Project incorporates technologies or processes that are not in common use in Florida, that represent a novel application of an existing technology or process, or that overcome obstacles to meeting Florida’s energy needs in new or innovative ways.

5Production Potential: The degree to which a project generates thermal, mechanical, or electrical energy by means of a renewable energy resource that has substantial long-term production potential.

Minimum (0 points): No production potential or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (15 points): Significant potential for energy production in Florida.

6Energy Efficiency: The degree to which a project demonstrates efficient use of energy and material resources.

Minimum (0 points): No consideration for energy efficiency or pollution prevention or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (20 points): Project incorporates energy efficient products and practices including process improvements that lead to source reduction, waste minimization, and on-site recycling.

7Fostering Awareness: The degree to which the project fosters overall understanding and appreciation of renewable energy technologies.

Minimum (0 points): No contribution or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (15 points): Significant potential for fostering awareness of renewable energy technologies throughout Florida.

8Project Management: The ability to administer a complete project.

Minimum (0 points): Project team mismatched for tasks identified. No prior management experience on project team. Budget is unrealistic.

Maximum (10 points): Project team has extensive management experience and expertise in the proposed field of study. Budget suited to tasks involved.

9Duration & Timelines: Project duration and timeline for expenditures.

Minimum (0 points): Project objectives will not be met and grant funds will not be exhausted within the 3 year grant agreement timeframe.

Maximum (15 points): No difficulty accomplishing project objectives and expending funds within grant agreement timeframe.

10Location Served: The geographic area in which the project is to be conducted in relation to other similar and/or existing projects.

Minimum (0 points): Project duplicates existing efforts in the county or counties in which the project is proposed, minimizing its potential value to the community and state.

Maximum (5 points): Location of project benefits related efforts, but not duplicative, in the county or counties in which the project is proposed and surrounding areas, creating value for the community and state.

11Public Integration: The degree of public visibility and interaction.

Minimum (0 points): No visibility and interaction with the general public or this element of the evaluation criteria was not addressed.

Maximum (10 points): Significant potential for public visibility and interaction.

(b) The Department shall establish a review group of no less than three (3) people, who shall each individually review grant applications, and score each application according to the point system provided in paragraph (6)(a).

(c) Score points from all reviewers shall be ranked and averaged as follows: Each reviewer shall score each eligible application in accordance with paragraph (6)(a); each reviewer’s scores shall be totaled and the total score for all reviewers shall be divided by the number of reviewers. Applicants that receive a minimum averaged score of 120 shall be eligible to receive matching funds in accordance with subsection (7). Applications submitted to the Department shall be reviewed, scored, and averaged within 10 business days.

(8) Reservation/Award.

(a) Eligible applicants with a minimum averaged score of 120 will be provided a letter of reservation with the funding amount reserved by the Department. If the eligible applicant is successful in receiving Prime Funding as evidenced by a Notice of Award from the Prime Funder, the Department will enter into an agreement to provide funds towards the proposed project utilizing Grant Agreement.
(b) This is a first-come first-serve program. A letter of reservation from the Department is not a guarantee of funding. The following list includes, but is not limited to, the reasons an eligible applicant would not ultimately receive match grant funding:

1. The program funds are depleted prior to the applicant receiving and submitting to the Department the Notice of Award from the Prime Funder. Applicants will receive written notification when program funds are exhausted;

2. The applicant violates state or federal law during any point in the process;

3. The Project has not started 30 calendar days after the date of the Notice of Award from the Prime Funder. Example: the Prime Funder awards the funds, but an agreement is not in place after 30 calendar days to begin the project; or

4. If that proposal is not consistent with the purpose and activities for which match funds were requested, approval shall be rescinded. Department funds will be awarded only for those projects that receive financial support from the Prime Funder; any reserved match shall be reduced to required minimums, consistent with a reduced award from the Prime Funder.
(c) The applicant must provide to the Department, via electronic mail, the Notice of Award by the Prime Funder that includes funding amount to be awarded, award date (including matching obligation date if different from award date), and authorized signatory as proof of Prime Funding received. In consideration of the program functioning as first-come first-serve, the date that the Department received the Notice of Award for Prime Funding from the applicant shall be the date used to secure the applicant’s matching funds from the Department.
(d) The maximum amount for an individual award shall be limited to $1 million.

(e) The minimum amount for an individual award shall be limited to $50,000.00.

(f) The Department shall award up to the total amount requested in individual grant applications up to the maximum amount allowed under paragraph (7)(d). If funds are not available to award the total amount requested by an applicant, the Department will award partial match grants to applicants up to the amount of the fiscal appropriation remaining in each state fiscal year.

(g) If two or more applicants provide the Notice of Award for Prime Funding to the Department on the same date and the available Department funds are not able to fund both, the applicant with the highest averaged reviewer score shall receive funding. If there is a tie between the averaged reviewer scores then the applicant with the higher amount of match percentage shall receive funding. If there is still a tie, then the application submitted earlier in date and time shall receive funding.

(h) The Department is not liable for any Prime Funding lost due to insufficient funds in the Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Matching Program.

(i) The Department reserves the right to conduct a pre-award site visit to verify the claims within the application. 

(9) Administration.

(a) Matching grant funds must be awarded through a formal grant agreement negotiated and executed between the Department and the grant applicant. Either party has the discretion to terminate negotiations if an agreement is not reached within ten (10) business days of announcement of award for Department matching funds. If the Department and the grant applicant are unable to negotiate an agreement, the grant shall not be awarded to that grant applicant.

(b) Grant agreements shall be limited to no longer than three (3) years in duration.

(c) Grant funds shall be distributed as reimbursements to recipients upon receipt of a formal invoice, supporting documentation, and upon Department grant manager approval for compliance with all requirements of the grant agreement, this rule chapter, and the Florida Statutes.

(d) Invoices shall be submitted by grantees not more frequently than once per month, and not less frequently than once per quarter.

(e) Expenses incurred by a grantee and its project partners for its project after the execution of a formal grant agreement shall be considered as match based upon the requirements of Section 377.804, F.S., and this chapter.

(f) Expenses incurred by a grantee and its project partners for its project between the date of the Department’s letter of reservation and execution of formal grant agreement shall be considered as match if the proposed match would meet all requirements of this rule chapter and Chapter 377, F.S., which would be otherwise applicable to an awarded grant, and if the proposed match would not violate any other provisions of the law. The Department shall determine, on a case-by-case basis, whether such expenses qualify for match. Approval of such expenses as match are subject to negotiation of the grant agreement, and prior written approval by the Department is required. Consideration as match is not guaranteed.

Rulemaking Authority 377.804(3) FS. Law Implemented 377.802, 377.804 FS. History–New 10-22-07, Formerly 62-16.300, 27N-1.300, Amended 8-24-14.
