25-30.036 Application for Amendment to Certificate of Authorization to Extend or Delete Service.

(1) This rule applies to any certificated water or wastewater utility that proposes to extend its service territory into an area in which there is no existing water or wastewater system or proposes to delete a portion of its service territory.

(2) A request for service territory expansion and amendment of an existing certificate or issuance of a new certificate shall be considered approved under the following conditions if no protest is timely filed to the notice of application:

(a) The utility has provided a written statement of an officer of the utility that the proposed new territory includes a maximum of 25 equivalent residential connections within such territory at the time the territory is at buildout; and

(b) The utility has provided the written statement of an officer of the utility that, upon investigation, to the best of his or her knowledge:

1. There is no other utility in the area of the proposed territory that is willing and capable of providing reasonably adequate service to the new territory; and

2. The person(s) or business(es) requesting water or wastewater service have demonstrated to the utility that service is necessary because (1) a private well has been contaminated or gone dry, (2) a septic tank has failed; or (3) service is otherwise not available.

(c) The utility has filed a completed application in accordance with subsection (2) of this rule within 45 days of the completion of the notice requirements.

(3) Each utility proposing to extend its service area (except applications filed pursuant to subsection (2) above, which shall file only paragraphs (a), (d), (e), (i), (m), (o), (p), (q) and (r) listed below) shall provide the following:

(a) The utility’s complete name and address;

(b) A statement showing the financial and technical ability of the utility to provide service and the need for service in the area requested;

(c) A statement that to the best of the applicant’s knowledge the provision of service will be consistent with the water and wastewater sections of the local comprehensive plan at the time the application is filed, as approved by the Department of Community Affairs, or, if not, a statement demonstrating why granting the amendment would be in the public interest;

(d) Evidence that the utility owns the land upon which the utility treatment facilities that will serve the proposed territory are located or a copy of an agreement, such as a 99-year lease, which provides for the continued use of the land. The Commission may consider a written easement or other cost-effective alternative;

(e) A description of the territory proposed to be served, using township, range and section references as specified in subsection 25-30.030(2), F.A.C.;

(f) One copy of a detailed system map showing the proposed lines, treatment facilities, and the territory proposed to be served. The map shall be of sufficient scale and detail to enable correlation with the description of the territory;

(g) If the utility is planning to build a new wastewater treatment plant, or upgrade an existing plant to serve the proposed territory, provide a written description of the proposed method(s) of effluent disposal;

(h) If (g) above does not include effluent disposal by means of reuse, a statement that describes with particularity the reasons for not using reuse;

(i) One copy of the official county tax assessment map or other map showing township, range, and section, with a scale such as 1'' = 200' or 1'' = 400', with the proposed territory plotted thereon by use of metes and bounds or quarter sections, and with a defined reference point of beginning;

(j) A statement describing the capacity of the existing lines, the capacity of the treatment facilities, and the design capacity of the proposed extension;

(k) The numbers and dates of any permits issued for the proposed systems by the Department of Environmental Protection;

(l) A detailed statement regarding the proposed method of financing the construction, and the projected impact on the utility’s capital structure;

(m) A description of the types of customers anticipated to be served by the extension, i.e., single family homes, mobile homes, duplexes, golf course clubhouse, commercial, etc.;

(n) a statement regarding the projected impact of the extension on the utility’s monthly rates and service availability charges;

(o) The original and two copies of sample tariff sheets reflecting the additional service area; and

(p) The applicant’s current certificate for possible amendment.

(q) The number of the most recent order of the Commission establishing or changing the applicant’s rates and charges.

(r) An affidavit that the utility has tariffs and annual reports on file with the Commission.

(4) Each utility proposing to delete a portion of its service area shall submit the following:

(a) The utility’s complete name and address;

(b) A description of the territory proposed to be deleted, using township, range and section references;

(c) One copy of a detailed system map showing the existing lines, treatment facilities, and territory served. The map shall be of sufficient scale and detail to enable correlation with the legal description of the territory;

(d) The number of current active connections within the territory to be deleted;

(e) One copy of the official county tax assessment map, or other map, showing township, range, and section with a scale such as 1'' = 200' or 1'' = 400', with the territory proposed to be deleted plotted thereon by use of metes and bounds or quarter sections, and with a defined reference point of beginning;

(f) A statement specifying the reasons for the proposed deletion of territory;

(g) A statement indicating why the proposed deletion of territory is in the public interest;

(h) A statement as to the effect of the proposed deletion on the ability of any customer or potential customer to receive water and wastewater service, including alternative source(s) of service;

(i) The original and two copies of sample tariff sheets reflecting the revised service area;

(j) The applicant’s current certificate for possible amendment;

(k) The number of the most recent order of the Commission establishing or changing the applicant’s rates and charges; and

(l) An affidavit that the utility has tariffs and annual reports on file with the Commission.
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