28-103.004 Public Hearing.

(1) The notice of intent to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule may provide that a public hearing will be held.

(2) A request for a public hearing, pursuant to Section 120.54(3)(c)1., F.S., shall be in writing and shall specify how the person requesting the public hearing would be affected by the proposed rule. The request shall be submitted to the agency within 21 days after notice of intent to adopt, amend, or repeal the rule is published as required by law, in accordance with the procedure for submitting requests for public hearing stated in the notice of intent to adopt, amend, or repeal the rule.

(3) The agency may conduct a public hearing. The agency must conduct a public hearing if the proposed rule does not relate exclusively to practice or procedure, and if an affected person timely submits a written request.

(4) If the notice of intent to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule did not notice a public hearing and the agency determines to hold a public hearing, the agency shall publish notice of a public hearing in the same manner as is required for publication of a notice of rulemaking at least 7 days before the scheduled public hearing. The notice shall specify the date, time, and location of the public hearing, and the name, address, and telephone number of the agency contact person who can provide information about the public hearing.

(5) The purpose of a public hearing is to provide affected persons and other members of the public a reasonable opportunity for presentation of evidence, argument and oral statements, within reasonable conditions and limitations imposed by the agency to avoid duplication, irrelevant comments, unnecessary delay, or disruption of the proceeding.

(6) The agency head, any member thereof, or any person designated by the agency head may preside at the public hearing. The agency must ensure that the persons responsible for preparing the proposed rule are available to explain the agency's proposal and to respond to questions or comments regarding the proposed rule.

(7) Written statements may be submitted by any person within a specified period of time prior to or following the public hearing. All timely submitted written statements shall be considered by the agency and made a part of the rulemaking record.

Specific Authority 120.54(5) FS. Law Implemented 120.525, 120.54(3)(c) FS. History–New 4-1-97.

