5J-20.029 Inspection of DOT Cylinders.

(1) This section pertains to cylinders, which are manufactured to U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) specifications. DOT cylinders in stationary service that are filled on site, which are not under the jurisdiction of DOT and not requalified according to DOT requirements, shall be inspected according to the following visual inspection criteria:

(a) The cylinder is checked for exposure to fire, dents, cuts, digs, gouges and corrosion according to requirements of Section C.3.2, Annex C, of NFPA 58, as incorporated by reference in Rule 5J-20.002, F.A.C.
(b) The cylinder protective collar (where utilized) and the foot ring are intact and are firmly attached.

(c) The cylinder is painted or coated to retard corrosion.

(d) The cylinder pressure relief valve indicates no visible damage, corrosion of operating components, or obstructions.

(e) There is no leakage from the cylinder or its appurtenances that is detectable without the use of instruments.

(f) The cylinder is installed on a firm foundation and is not in contact with the soil.

(g) A cylinder that passes the visual examination shall be legibly marked with the date and year of the examination followed by the letter “E” (example: 10-1E indicating requalification in October 2001 by the external visual inspection method).

(h) The results of the visual inspection shall be documented and a record of the inspection shall be retained for a five-year period.

(2) Any cylinder that fails one or more of the criteria in this section shall not be refilled or continued in service until the condition is corrected. Stationary cylinders shall be visually inspected within 12 years of the date of manufacture and within 5 years after each subsequent visual inspection.

(3) All DOT cylinders in stationary service on the effective date of this rule, and which are not requalified according to U.S. Department of Transportation standards, shall be inspected according to the criteria of this section no later than January 1, 2008.

(4) Personnel trained and qualified to perform inspection procedures, with such training documented in accordance with Rule 5J-20.060, F.A.C., shall conduct the visual inspection.

(5) Failure to inspect a stationary DOT cylinder as prescribed in this rule shall result in the imposition of administrative penalties as provided in Rule 5J-20.080, F.A.C.
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