29L-3.001 General.

The Apalachee Regional Planning Council was first designated on September 28, 1977, as the areawide planning and development clearinghouse pursuant to United States Office of Management and Budget Circular A-95, Revised, for substate district two, which includes, Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Wakulla, and Washington Counties.

(1) Criteria for Analysis.

In reviewing a project the following criteria will be considered in making a recommendation:

(a) Is consistent with local government comprehensive plans for the area, and all other applicable local, regional, and state plans;

(b) Does not duplicate other projects or activities being carried out in the area;

(c) Might be revised to increase its effectiveness or efficiency (e.g., administrative costs, travel, number of clients served);

(d) Achieves areawide and local objectives relating to the following:

1. Appropriateness of land use,

2. Consistency with overall economic development plans,

3. Balanced transportation systems,

4. Properly planned community facilities;

(e) Conservation of natural resources;

1. Protection of coastal resources,

2. significant effect on the environment;

(f) Contributes to a more balanced pattern of settlement and service;

(g) Impact on health, safety and welfare of the people within the area, and;

(2) Development in Flood Prone Areas.

The Council recognizes the USGS Flood Prone Area Maps and HUD Flood Hazard Area Maps as authority for determining whether a development lies within a flood prone or flood hazard area unless the applicant proves to the appropriate authority that these maps are inaccurate or that flooding conditions could be corrected by proper engineering.

(3) Conformance with Council Plan, Reports and Policies.

Any proposed project found not to be in substantial compliance with any stated or adopted Council plan, report and/or policy may receive negative comment from the Council. The applicant has the burden of proof in demonstrating how the proposed project will be beneficial and be in substantial compliance with Council plans, reports and/or policies.
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