64B12-15.001 Continuing Education for License Renewal.

(1) All licensed opticians shall be required to obtain continuing education from courses offered by providers approved by this rule chapter prior to biennial license renewal.

(2) Within each license renewal biennium, each licensed optician shall complete a minimum of 20 hours of continuing professional education, according to the criteria set forth in these rules. A maximum of 5 hours of continuing professional education may be earned from courses without classroom instruction. An optician initially licensed in the first year of the biennium shall, for the first renewal, be required to complete only one-half the number of hours of continuing education as are required biennially in Rule 64B12-15.003, F.A.C., of which a maximum of 2.5 hours may be earned from courses without classroom instruction. An optician initially licensed during the second year of the biennium shall not be required to complete continuing education for the first license renewal. For the first renewal in which a licensee is required to take continuing education, one (1) hour of continuing education instruction must be on Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS).

(3) Credit hours for continuing professional education must be earned during the biennium for which they will be submitted.

(4) Licensed opticians who serve as full-time instructors of opticianry at an educational institution accredited by an accrediting agency recognized and approved by the United States Department of Education or the Council on Postsecondary Education shall not be required to complete continuing education courses in order to renew their licenses, so long as they were so employed during the entire biennium.

(5) At the time of license renewal, the licensee shall submit to the Department a license renewal card, the form affirming completion of the continuing education requirements and the renewal fee prescribed by Rule 64B12-11.003, F.A.C. In order to receive continuing professional education credit for video cassette courses taken by the licensee, a video cassette course validation form signed by the vendor and the licensee shall be retained for purposes of proof.
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