33-504.101 Probation and Restitution Centers.

(1) General Policy.

(a) Probation and restitution centers are short term residential facilities which provide the courts with an alternative to committing offenders to more secure correctional institutions and provide assistance in the supervision of probationers and community controllees. The centers provide a controlled setting designed to prepare offenders for advancement or return to community supervision and for eventual release from supervision.

(b) Probation and restitution centers house felony probationers and community controlees who have violated their terms or conditions of supervision and felony offenders assigned to pretrial intervention programs. These offenders reside in the centers while working, receiving treatment or attending school. Probation and restitution centers also provide out-patient substance abuse counseling for persons on felony probation or community control.

(c) The Office of Program Services shall be responsible for the operation and contract management of centers.

(d) Each probation and restitution center major shall be responsible for the management and supervision of the center, for supervising the probation and restitution center officers, and for ensuring the proper supervision, care and control of the center’s offenders. The primary duty and responsibility of probation and restitution center officers is the care, supervision and control of the offenders at the center.

(2) Referrals. Offenders are referred to probation and restitution centers in the following manner:

(a) Referred directly from the courts as a result of the regular sentencing process with a special condition that the offender complete the probation and restitution center program prior to being placed in regular community probation or community control supervision.

(b) Referred by the courts after failing to make satisfactory progress on probation or community control.

(c) Referred by the department’s probation and parole services office when it is determined that more structured supervision and control is needed. Before making this referral, a modification of probation shall be obtained from the court.

(d) Referred as graduates of the basic training program for youthful offenders when ordered by the court to complete the requirements of a probation and restitution center program as a condition of the offender’s probation or community control.

(3) Guidelines for Referrals. When contacted by the court regarding the appropriateness of committing an offender to a probation and restitution center, the center staff shall consider the following guidelines in evaluating the case and making a recommendation. Individuals with the following characteristics shall be considered to be inappropriate for probation and restitution center referral:

(a) Conviction for sexual battery pursuant to Section 794.011, F.S. or any other crime involving serious personal injury.

(b) Severe alcohol or drug addition requiring detoxification services or crisis stabilization services.

(c) Physically unable to work.

(d) Currently being treated with psychotropic medication.

(e) Charged with a capitol or life felony pursuant to Section 775.081, F.S.

(4) Referral Responsibilities.

(a) The correctional probation officers are responsible for assuring the probation and restitution center is included in the pre-sentence investigation as a possible alternative recommendation to imprisonment when more structured control is needed than what regular probation can provide.

(b) The correctional probation administrators in the judicial circuit where the center is located are responsible for assuring that cases are referred by the Department of Corrections when individuals are identified as needing structured supervision as provided in the centers.

(5) Intake.

(a) Offenders with special conditions requiring that they enter and successfully complete the probation and restitution center program shall be placed on the waiting list. When bed space is available at the program, the offender shall be instructed to report to the facility. Transportation shall be the responsibility of the offender unless the offender is in jail. In such cases, transportation shall be coordinated by center staff with the county sheriff's department.

(b) The staff at the probation and restitution center shall be responsible for supervision, monitoring of case records and the general administration of the case.

(6) Revocation.

(a) The staff at the probation and restitution center shall be responsible for revocation recommendations and processes.

(b) Affidavit of Violation of Probation forms shall be approved and initiated by the center supervisor or designee prior to submission to the court.

(7) Termination or Transfer From Program. Recommendations for termination, transfers or other types of removal from the program shall be a decision of center staff. Offenders shall be considered for removal from the program for violation of the conditions of probation or community control, violation of a center regulation, inability to complete program requirements, or where such removal is deemed to be in the best interest of the offender, the department, or the community.

(8) Room and Board Fees.

(a) All offenders shall be charged room and board fees at the rate of $8.00 per day beginning the day they enter the program.

(b) Payment shall be made on each offender’s payday with these fees having first priority in meeting financial obligations.

(c) Payments for room and board fees shall be made in the form of money orders, certified checks, or personal checks. No cash will be accepted and center staff are responsible for maintaining accurate and up-to-date records concerning these fees on an individual basis.

(d) The offenders shall be responsible for their own funds with only financial counseling provided by the staff. In no cases are the staff authorized to hold offender funds in trust.

(9) Cost of supervision. Offenders in the probation and restitution center shall be responsible for paying monthly supervision costs in accordance with guidelines for any other probationer or community controlee. Payments shall be remitted directly to the probation and restitution center and then forwarded to the nearest state depository.

(10) Dress Code for Staff and Offenders.

(a) The dress and appearance of all staff members at the centers shall be in accordance with Rule 33-208.101, F.A.C.

(b) The offenders shall be well groomed and fully clothed including shirts and shoes at all times when not in sleeping quarters. Offenders shall adhere to Department subseciton 33-602.101(11), F.A.C., regarding haircuts and shaving.

(11) Center Rules. Center rules governing conduct, program rules and regulations, and possible disciplinary actions shall be clearly posted in each center and all offenders are expected to maintain compliance. Clarification of center rules shall be part of the orientation program.

(12) Program Completion Requirements.

(a) Room and board shall be paid in full, cost of supervision shall be current.

(b) Employment on a full-time basis is required or part-time employment with a supplemental plan such as school.

(c) Suitable residential plan that has been approved by center personnel shall be required.

(d) A restitution plan, if applicable, shall be developed.

(e) Shall be making regular payments toward all other court-ordered financial obligations.

(f) Must have served a minimum period of time as outlined by center operating procedures.

(g) Recommendations for graduation based on the above outlined criteria shall be made by the offenders treatment team and approved by the major.

(13) Community Control. Offenders who are accepted into a probation and restitution center as a condition of community control are subject to the rules of the center and the sanctions of community control including house arrest.

(a) Caseloads are restricted to a maximum of 25 cases per officer to ensure an adequate level of staffing.

(b) Community controlees are restricted to the center except during regular employment, public service work, or participation in self-improvement programs approved by center personnel.

(c) There is no such thing as “free time” or furloughs for community controlees. Time away from the center shall be handled like any other community controlee and shall only be granted for a specific and legitimate purpose. Some of these may be for limited shopping trips, essential personal or business matters, or necessary family visits. These shall be given during daylight hours and for only the amount of time to accomplish the purpose. For community controlees the probation and restitution center is the residence of confinement for house arrest.
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