68B-24.0055 Commercial Requirements.

(1) Section 379.367, F.S., requires each person using traps to harvest spiny lobster or taking spiny lobster in commercial quantities to purchase and possess a trap number, also known as a crawfish endorsement or crawfish license. A crawfish endorsement is hereby required to harvest spiny lobster for commercial purposes, and shall only be issued to a person, firm, or corporation that possesses a valid saltwater products license with a restricted species endorsement. “Harvest for commercial purposes” means the taking or harvesting of spiny lobster for purposes of sale or with intent to sell or in excess of established bag limits.

(2) A commercial dive permit is required to harvest spiny lobster in commercial quantities by diving. This permit will be in the form of the letter D added to the crawfish number.

(a) Effective January 1, 2005, no new commercial dive permits will be issued and no commercial dive permit will be renewed except those that have remained active since the 2004-2005 fishing season.

(b) A commercial dive permit may be issued only on a vessel saltwater products license.

(c) Each unique commercial dive permit number may only be issued on one of the holder’s vessel saltwater products licenses at any time.

(d) Failure to renew the commercial dive permit by September 30 of each year will result in forfeiture of the endorsement.

(3) Transferability. A commercial dive permit is transferable upon approval of the Commission under the following conditions:

(a) The buyer must hold a saltwater products license with a valid restricted species endorsement.

(b) A person who wishes to transfer a permit number shall submit a notarized Spiny Lobster Commercial Dive Permit Transfer Form within 72 hours of the final notarized signature, that has been signed by both parties to the transaction, hand delivered, or sent by United States Postal Service certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Commission between May 1 and the end of February. Requests received by the Commission before May 1 or postmarked after the end of February of the current license year will not be processed. The Spiny Lobster Commercial Dive Permit Transfer Form (Form DMF-SL2410 (02-15), found online at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05474, incorporated herein by reference), shall include the following information:

1. The name, address, and SPL number of seller;

2. The name, address, and SPL number of buyer; and,

3. The selling price.

(c) A commercial dive permit shall not be transferred or renewed until all license fees, surcharges, and any other outstanding fees, fines, or penalties owed to the Commission by either party to the transaction have been paid in full.

(d) Commercial dive permits will not be transferred to or renewed for applicants who own one or more lobster trap certificates. An applicant who is otherwise eligible to receive a commercial dive permit but holds lobster trap certificates may receive a commercial dive permit if the applicant notifies the commission in writing that that he/she is surrendering his/her trap certificates to the Commission. During any period of trap reduction, any certificates surrendered to the Commission shall become permanently unavailable and be considered in that amount to be reduced during the next license-year period.

(e) In the event of the death or permanent disability of a person holding a commercial dive permit, the permit may be transferred by the license holder or the executor of the estate to a member of his or her immediate family within 12 months of the date of death or disability and upon payment of all outstanding fees, fines, or penalties to the Commission in full.

(4) Commercial harvest limits:

(a) Persons harvesting lobster commercially by diving in Broward, Dade, Monroe, Collier, and Lee Counties or adjacent federal EEZ waters shall be subject to a daily vessel harvest and possession limit of 250 spiny lobsters per day. For purposes of this paragraph, persons shall be considered to be harvesting lobster by diving if they are harvesting pursuant to a saltwater products license with a restricted species endorsement and crawfish license with a commercial dive permit and are simultaneously in possession of any artificial underwater breathing apparatus or gear.

(b) No more than 250 spiny lobsters shall be possessed aboard or landed from any vessel within these counties regardless of the number of commercial harvesters on board harvesting pursuant to this subsection.

(5) Persons harvesting lobster commercially by use of a bully net shall be subject to a daily harvest and possession limit of 250 spiny lobsters per day. No more than 250 spiny lobsters shall be possessed aboard or landed from any vessel which has been used for such commercial harvest, regardless of the number of such commercial harvesters on board the vessel.
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