Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-6.09091
Accommodations of the Statewide Assessment Program Instruments and Procedures for English Language Learners

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rule development is to clarify the allowable accommodations for English language Learners (ELLs) on statewide assessments to match the current standardized test administration manuals. Accommodations for ELLs will continue to be available and will be expanded to include use of electronic translation dictionaries and assistance in heritage language for Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) English Language Arts (ELA) Reading items and answer choices. In addition, a provision is proposed clarifying that accommodations provided are to be implemented in a manner that test responses are the independent work of the student and cannot be used to provide assistance to a student in determining the answer to a test question. A further clarification is proposed that ELLs who are not currently enrolled in public schools or receiving services through public school programs are entitled to receive accommodations.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Accommodations provided to ELLs on the statewide standardized assessments in Florida K-12 public schools.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, 1008.22 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1008.22 FS.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Chane Eplin, Chief, Bureau of Student Achievement through Language Acquisition, Department of Education, (850)245-0417 or e-mail: chane.eplin@fldoe.org. To request a rule development workshop, please contact: Cathy Schroeder, Agency Clerk, Department of Education, (850)245-9661 or e-mail: cathy.schroeder@fldoe.org or go to https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.aspx

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT: https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.aspx.
