38I-40.016 Standard Technical Specifications and Guides.

(1) The Asbestos Program Administrator shall prepare or adopt standard technical specifications for all building asbestos surveys, and guides for the preparation of operation and maintenance plans and of technical asbestos abatement specifications in state-owned buildings. These specifications and guides are subject to the approval of the Department of Labor and Employment Security and the Asbestos Oversight Program Team. Utilization of these specifications for asbestos surveys, and guide for preparation of operation and maintenance plans and technical abatement specifications for asbestos activities in state-owned buildings is strongly recommended.

(2) The Asbestos Program Administrator shall review these specifications and guides periodically to ensure their effectiveness and maintain their currency with respect to changes in federal and state laws and regulations and technical progress in the field of asbestos management.

(3) Except where prohibited by Florida Law, state agencies or political subdivisions may enter into indemnification and hold harmless agreements with asbestos consultants and contractors as long as the criteria in Section 255.559(2), Florida Statutes, are met. Whenever such agreements are entered into, the agency shall furnish a copy to the Asbestos Program Administrator.

(4) The Asbestos Program Administrator shall provide a conflict of interest affidavit that shall be executed by each contractor bidding on an abatement contract.

(a) The affidavit shall attest to the fact that the contractor has no financial or other interest in the asbestos consultants who performed the survey, developed the operation and maintenance management plan, prepared the asbestos abatement specifications or will provide project monitoring for the buildings concerned with the asbestos abatement project.

(b) The affidavit shall contain a warning that making false statements on the affidavit may result in perjury charges being brought against the contractor.

(c) The affidavit shall be submitted to the contracting agency as part of the bid and shall become part of the permanent record. It is to be retained by the contracting agency with other project documents.

(5) The contract shall require the contractor to comply with all applicable current federal, state and local safety and health requirements and they shall be clearly referenced in the contract.

(6) The abatement contract specifications shall provide procedures for declaring abatement contracts complete.

(7) Specifications for the preparation of operation and maintenance plans shall:

(a) Require the consultant to prepare standard written notices for use by the Building Asbestos Contact Person in notifying building occupants and employees of the presence of friable asbestos-containing materials in the buildings.

(b) Require the plan to contain periodic surveillance and air monitoring requirements and procedures for the buildings.

(c) Require the plan to contain initial and periodic cleaning procedures and indicate when and where these procedures are appropriate.

(8) Specifications for asbestos surveys, operation and maintenance plans and summaries of asbestos abatement actions will require, whenever available, that consultants and contractors provide these items to the Asbestos Program Administrator on computer disks or diskettes in a format compatible with the Asbestos Management Program’s computerized data base. This is in addition to the written copies that are required.
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