40A-2.041 Permits Required.

(1) The District issues two types of water use permits: Individual Water Use Permits and General Water Use Permits. No difference is intended in the legal rights to the use of water authorized by General and Individual Water Use Permits.

(2) A permit may be requested for a single well, a single surface water withdrawal facility, or for a system, at the option of the applicant. However, the District retains the right to require a system application whenever a series of individual facilities comes within the definition of a system.

(3) Unless expressly exempted by law or District rule, a water use permit must be obtained from the District prior to any use or withdrawal of water according to the following criteria:

(a) A General Water Use Permit is hereby granted by rule for all non-exempt ground and surface water uses not requiring an Individual Water Use Permit and which meet the conditions, criteria and limitations set forth in Rule 40A-2.302, F.A.C.

(b) In Area A, as delineated on the map identified in Rule 40A-2.902, F.A.C., an Individual Water Use Permit is required for all non-exempt ground water withdrawals.

(c) In Area B, as delineated on the map identified in Rule 40A-2.902, F.A.C., an Individual Water Use Permit is required for ground water use if:

1. The withdrawal, based on a period of use of one year, exceeds a daily average of 100,000 gallons; or

2. The withdrawal is from a well or a combination of wells having a combined withdrawal capacity of more than 1,000,000 gallons per day; or

3. The withdrawal is obtained from one or more wells six (6) inches or larger in diameter; or

4. The withdrawal is for community public supply or bottled water use.

(d) In Area C, as delineated on the map identified in Rule 40A-2.902, F.A.C., an Individual Water Use Permit is required for ground water use if:

1. The withdrawal exceeds 1,440,000 gallons on any single day; or

2. The withdrawal is obtained from one or more wells ten (10) inches or larger in diameter; or

3. The withdrawal is for community public supply or bottled water use.

(e) An Individual Water Use Permit is required for surface water use if:

1. A system or a single facility withdraws water from a lake, pond, impoundment, reservoir, river, stream or other surface water courses and the withdrawal:

a. Exceeds an annual daily average of 100,000 gallons;

b. Exceeds 1,000,000 gallons on any single day, or;

c. Is more than ten (10) percent of the base flow of the supplying water body.

2. The surface water withdrawal is located within Gadsden County and the outside diameter of the withdrawal pipe or the sum of the outside diameters of the withdrawal pipes is four (4) inches or greater in size.

3. The withdrawal is for community public supply or bottled water use.

(f) In Water Resource Caution Areas, Individual Water Use Permits shall be required for ground and surface water uses as specified in Rule 40A-2.802, F.A.C., except for those uses exempt by Rule 40A-2.051, F.A.C.

(4) Failure to obtain a water use permit by non-exempted users creates a conclusive presumption that the use does not exist or has been abandoned, and the withdrawal will be considered in violation of this Chapter.

(5) Any person controlling a ground water or surface water withdrawal which does not require an Individual Water Use Permit may submit an application to obtain a permit.
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