Notice of Change/Withdrawal

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68B-13.008
Gear, Trap Construction, Commercial Trap Marking Requirements, Trap Working Regulations, Trap Transfer

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 41 No. 92, May 12, 2015 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.
68B-13.008 Gear, Trap Construction, Commercial Trap Marking Requirements, Trap Working Regulations, Trap Transfer.
(1) No change.
(2) TRAP CONSTRUCTION. No person, firm, or corporation shall transport on the water, fish with, or cause to be fished with, set, or placed, in the harvest of stone crabs, any trap which does not meet the following requirements:
(a) Each trap shall be constructed of either wood, plastic, or wire.
(b) Except as described in subsection (c), such traps Traps shall have a maximum dimension of 24 inches, by 24 inches, by 24 inches or a volume of 8 cubic feet.
(c) In Collier, Monroe, and Miami-Dade counties, such traps shall have a maximum dimension of 16 inches, by 20 inches, by 12 inches or a volume of 3,840 cubic inches.
(c)(d) 1. The throat or entrance to all wood and plastic traps shall be located on the top horizontal section of the trap.
a. The use of round throats is prohibited in state and federal waters off Collier, Monroe, and Miami-Dade counties. In state and federal waters off Collier, Monroe, and Miami-Dade counties, the smallest inside opening of the throat shall not exceed 5 1/2 inches in the longer dimension and shall not exceed 3 1/8 inches in the shorter dimension.
b. For traps fished anywhere other than state or federal waters off Collier, Monroe, or Miami-Dade counties, if the throat is longer in one dimension, the throat size in the longer dimension shall not exceed 5 1/2 inches and in the shorter dimension shall not exceed 3 1/2 inches. If the throat is round, the throat size shall not exceed 5 inches in diameter. 
2. through 4. No change.
(3) through (5) No change.
