40B-4.2010 General Environmental Resource Permits.

(1) General Environmental Resource Permit for Agricultural Activities.

(a) A Noticed General Permit may be issued to any person engaged in the practice of agriculture pursuant to the procedures in paragraph 40B-1.703(1)(b) and Rule 40B-400.211, F.A.C., and subject to the applicable conditions listed in paragraph 40B-4.2010(1)(c) and Rule 40B-4.2030, F.A.C., for any of the activities listed below:

1. Culvert placement, replacement, and maintenance in streams with less than 10 cubic feet per second average discharge (as estimated or calculated from the best available information) at the culvert location, or streams draining less than 10 square miles upstream of the culvert location.

2. Bridge construction, replacement, and maintenance for structures up to 50 feet in length and 25 feet or less in width supported on pilings or trestles.

3. Construction, replacement, or maintenance of low-water crossings (hard surface crossings over which water flows during and immediately following storm events).

4. Temporary stream channel diversions necessary to complete projects described in subparagraphs 40B-4.2010(1)(a)1.-3., F.A.C., above.

5. Channel clearing and shaping as may be necessary to insure maximum hydraulic efficiency of the structures described in subparagraphs 40B-4.2010(1)(a)1.-3., F.A.C., above.

6. Access roads and roadside ditches on agricultural and forest lands.

7. Agricultural field drainage ditches constructed and maintained to remove surface water from the field during harvesting, site preparation and planting, or other normal field activities.

8. Construction of a sump associated with waters to be utilized as a withdrawal point for irrigation or stock watering on adjacent lands.

9. Temporary sediment or turbidity control barriers used in conjunction with temporary low-water crossings or construction.

10. Excavated ponds for agriculture, forestry, conservation, wildlife management or wildlife enhancement purposes that have less than 50 acre feet of storage capacity or are less than 5 acres in surface area.

(b) A General Environmental Resource Permit may be issued to any person engaged in the practice of agriculture pursuant to the procedures in paragraph 40B-1.703(1)(c), F.A.C., and subject to the conditions listed in paragraph 40B-4.2010(1)(c) and Rule 40B-4.2030, F.A.C., for any of the following minor operations:

Construction, replacement, and maintenance of excavations, impoundments on agricultural, forest, or conservation lands which impound waters by a dam, dike, or levee less than 10 feet in height from the natural bed of the watercourse at the downstream toe of the structure, or which has a maximum impounding capacity of 50 acre-feet and a maximum upstream drainage area of one square mile.

(c) A General Environmental Resource Permit may be issued for the activities described in paragraph 40B-4.2010(1)(a) or (b), F.A.C., above if the conditions listed in subsections 40B-4.2030(1)-(7), F.A.C., are met. The district will assume the applicant has provided the reasonable assurance required in subsections 40B-4.2030(2) and (3) and Rules 40B-400.103 and 40B-400.104, F.A.C., if the following performance standards are met:

1. The project will not result in the permanent conversion of existing wetlands and surface waters to uplands through filling, drainage, or other means. This provision is not intended to prohibit farm ponds, stream crossings or crossing isolated wetlands which may disturb small areas of the wetland by filling, provided such crossings are in accordance with the other conditions listed in this chapter and Chapter 40B-400, F.A.C.

2. Best management or conservation practices appropriate to the specific operations are utilized. Specifically:

a. Roads shall be laid out and constructed to minimize erosion and sedimentation and shall be constructed and maintained with appropriate erosion and sedimentation control measures;

b. Best management practices listed in “Silviculture Best Management Practices”, latest edition, published by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, or listed in the United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service “Water Resources Notebook for Florida” shall be used to the extent necessary to minimize erosion, sedimentation or other adverse impacts; and

c. Stream and wetland crossings such as culverts, bridges, and low-water crossings shall be constructed and maintained so as to not increase scour, upstream or downstream velocities, or flood hazards outside the project area, and areas used for temporary stream diversions are restored to their previous contours and elevations. When fill or channel shaping occurs in conjunction with a stream crossing, measures to stabilize bare soil such as soil compaction, grassing, or other measures shall be employed during the construction to minimize erosion.

3. Works such as ditches or small canals for access or agricultural drainage shall be constructed and maintained with a maximum cross-sectional area at the outfall of 35 square feet and shall be separated from a stream channel or lake or open water body by a buffer strip of at least 35 feet of undisturbed natural vegetation or at least 300 feet or grassed swale.

4. Agricultural roads (excluding turnoffs, passing areas, or loading areas) constructed under a general permit shall be no more than 25 feet wide between the banks of roadside ditches or no more than 40 feet wide including roadside ditches.

5. Activities which cross, connect to, or are in a work of the district must conform to the requirements in Rule 40B-4.3030, F.A.C.

6. Impoundments, dams, dikes, or levees must be verified by the district to be low hazard, small, or intermediate size dams as defined in “Recommended Guidelines for Safety Inspection of Dams”, Department of the Army, Office of the Chief of Engineers.

(2) General Environmental Resource Permits.

(a) A Noticed General Environmental Resource Permit may be issued to any person pursuant to the procedures listed in paragraph 40B-1.703(1)(b) and Rule 40B-400.211, F.A.C., and subject to the conditions listed in Rule 40B-4.2030, F.A.C., and this subsection for any of the minor activities listed below:

1. Construction of barns, out-buildings, farm equipment storage and maintenance sheds and other similar structures on agricultural lands provided that:

a. The cumulative total impervious surface of such structures does not exceed 10 percent of the project area;

b. Such structures are not part of a larger plan of development associated with an aquaculture operation, concentrated animal feeding operation, commercial greenhouse or hydroponic growing facility, or other facility that requires an industrial waste discharge permit from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to Chapter 62-660 or 62-670, F.A.C.;

c. Such structures will not be located in, cross or connect to a work of the district; and,

d. Such structures will not be located in surface waters or cause the permanent loss of wetland habitat.

2. Minor projects for which the owner provides reasonable assurance with the notice that there will be no adverse impacts outside the project area and which:

a. Create less than 0.25 acres of impervious surface as measured cumulatively from the implementation date of this chapter;

b. Are not part of a larger plan of development that has been permitted or requires a permit pursuant to this chapter;

c. Will not be located in, cross or connect to a work of the district; and,

d. Will not be located in surface waters or cause the permanent loss of wetland habitat.

3. Borrow pits which:

a. Are less than 5 acres excavation area, as measured at natural grade,

b. Are located entirely upland of waters and wetlands,

c. Do not impound, impede or divert the flow of surface waters, and

d. Do not intercept an aquifer.

(b) A General Permit may be issued to any person pursuant to the procedures listed in paragraph 40B-1.703(1)(c), F.A.C., and subject to the conditions listed in Rules 40B-4.2030, 40B-400.103 and 40B-400.104, F.A.C., for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a surfacewater management system servicing a total project area less than 100 acres provided:

1. The system will not cross or connect to a work of the district;

2. Construction or alteration of the system in, on or over wetlands or other surface waters shall not exceed 1 acre;

3. If there is a discharge, it will not be to an Outstanding Florida Water;

4. The total volume of water the system is capable of impounding is less than 120 acre-feet;

5. The system includes less than 10 new boat slips.
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