40B-5.0701 Construction Standards.

(1) Preparation of the Well Locations.

(a) A pit or pits of a size approved by the District shall be provided in close proximity to the well for the purpose of collecting and containing drill cuttings and confirming drilling muds and fluids.

(b) Dikes may be required to prevent the escape of fluids from the well site, and other safeguards may be required for the protection of cultural or other adjacent features.

(c) Steel tanks, cribs, or other approved containers may be required in an area where pits are not feasible or adequate or if the cuttings or fluids are to be removed from the premises.

(d) Drilling shall not be commenced until the applicant has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District that proposed methods and means will not cause pollution.

(e) Provisions for protection of life and property may be required in a congested area. Fencing, gates, warning signs, cooperation of police and fire departments, and other protective safeguards may be required.

(2) Prevention of Waste and Pollution.

(a) A person who drills or operates a well shall use appropriate and approved methods to prevent waste and pollution during drilling, testing, production, storage, and disposal operations. The District may issue orders and instructions and adopt, recommend, or recognize guidelines relating to drilling, spacing, or operating to cope with known or expected surface or underground conditions.

(b) A well site shall be maintained in an orderly manner and kept free and clear of debris and unnecessary or abandoned equipment.

(3) Oil, Gas, and Ground Water.

(a) Oil, gas, natural brine, and ground water encountered shall be confined to the strata in which they occur by either of the following:

1. Specified casing-sealing requirements.

2. Plugging operations in accordance with subsection 40B-5.0701(7), F.A.C.

3. An unusual, unexpected, or large volume of oil, gas, or ground water, or a condition hazardous to the public health or safety, or waters of the state shall be reported immediately to the District.

(4) Casing and Sealing Storage, Disposal, and Connector Wells. A specific casing and sealing program shall be submitted with each application for a permit to drill a storage, disposal, or connector well, which shall be appropriate to the drilling methods, expected geologic condition, and the intended ultimate use of the well, including but not limited to, the following:

(a) Drive pipe shall be landed, or surface pipe set and cemented to the surface, at sufficient depth to protect freshwater aquifers.

(b) Intermediate casing or casings, if required, shall be run and cemented as approved. Centralizers may be required.

(c) The production or long string of casing shall be run and cemented as approved. Centralizers may be required.

(d) Tubing may be required for use in injection and withdrawal operations. The operator shall furnish to the District evidence that the casing will not be exposed to undue corrosion. Installation of a packer on the tubing may be required.

(e) Hole diameter, casing weights and diameter, and cementing procedures shall be subject to approval by the District.

(f) The drilling fluid used with rotary drilling equipment shall be capable of preventing blowouts and flows and sealing off each oil, gas, brine, or freshwater stratum above the objective horizon.

(g) A well head shall be equipped with blowout preventer, master gate valve or control head, and securely anchored flow lines, appropriate to the type of drilling method; and the blowout prevention system shall be kept in good working condition. Records of pressure and mechanical tests of well-head equipment shall be entered in the log books, signed by the driller and kept available for inspection by the District.

(5) Casing and Sealing Test Wells. A combination of casing and sealing may be required on a test well to provide protection to the waters of the state and to prevent migration of fluids between layers of earth materials.

(6) Removal of Stripping of Casings. Removal or stripping of casing from a well during drilling or after completion is permitted only when approved by the District.

(7) Plugging.

(a) A disposal, storage, test, and connector well shall be plugged promptly after abandonment or termination of the project in accordance with plugging procedures specified by the District. A well which has been inactive for one (1) year is considered to have been abandoned unless otherwise authorized by the District.

(b) Plugging of a test well or connector well shall be accomplished in accordance with specifications submitted by the applicant and approved by the Board. The plugging operation may require the use of mud-laden fluid, cement, other suitable material, or a combination of two or more of the items. Fluids and gases shall be sealed off and confined to the strata in which they occur. A suitable plug may be required at the surface.

(c) The abandonment of a storage or disposal well, a cavity, or reservoir shall require the filing of a notice of intention to abandon on a prescribed form. The plugging procedure shall be submitted by the applicant and approved by the District before plugging operations are commenced.

The plugging specification shall specify the type and amount of plugging material to be used, depths at which bridges may be set, depths and lengths of cement plugs, and other requirements for adequate plugging.

Fluids and gases shall be confined to the strata in which they occur by the use of mud-laden fluid, cement, other suitable material, or combinations thereof. The amount, type, and kind of material and the method of placement shall be prescribed or approved by the District.

The surface or drive pipe shall be abandoned with the hole except when otherwise approved by the District and a cement plug, welded plate, or other approved seal placed at the top of the pipe.

(d) Well plugging records shall be filed prescribed forms following the plugging of a storage, disposal, connector, or test well. This record shall indicate the method of plugging of the well, the casing recovered and abandoned with the hole, and the condition of the abandoned well site.

Plugging records for wells shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the completion of the plugging.
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