40C-4.021 Definitions.

When appearing in this chapter or in Chapter 40C-40, 40C-41, 40C-42, 40C-44 or 40C-400, F.A.C., the following words shall mean:

(1) “Abandon” or “abandonment” means cessation of use and maintenance activities or responsibility for a system, or part of a system.

(2) “Alter” means to extend a dam or works beyond maintenance in its original condition, including changes which may increase or diminish the flow or storage of surface water which may affect the safety of such dam or works.

(3) “Appurtenant works” means any artificial improvements to a dam which might affect the safety of such dam or, when employed, might affect the holding capacity of such dam or of the reservoir or impoundment created by such dam.

(4) “Aquatic preserve” means those areas designated in Part II, Chapter 258, F.S.

(5) “Coastal waters” means waters of the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico within the jurisdiction of the state.

(6) “Conceptual approval permit” means a surface water management permit issued by the District, approving the concept of a master plan for a surface water management system, which is binding upon the District and the permittee.

(7) “Construction” means any activity including land clearing, earth moving or the erection of structures which will result in the creation of a system.

(8) “Dam” means any artificial or natural barrier, with appurtenant works, raised to obstruct or impound, or which does obstruct or impound, any of the surface waters of the state.

(9) “Drainage ditch” or “irrigation ditch” means a man-made trench which is dug for the purpose of draining water from the land or for transporting water for use on the land and which is not built for navigational purposes.

(10) “Dredging” means excavation, by any means, in surface waters or wetlands, as delineated in subsection 373.421(1), F.S. It also means the excavation, or creation, of a water body which is, or is to be, connected to surface waters or wetlands, as delineated in subsection 373.421(1), F.S., directly or via an excavated water body or series of water bodies.

(11) “Environmental resource permit” means a conceptual approval, general, or individual permit for a surface water management system issued pursuant to Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S.

(12) “Estuary” means a semi-enclosed, naturally existing coastal body of water which has a free connection with the open sea and within which seawater is measurably diluted with fresh water derived from riverine systems.

(13) “Filling” means the deposition, by any means, of materials in surface waters or wetlands, as delineated in subsection 373.421(1), F.S.

(14) “Ground water” means water beneath the surface of the ground, whether or not flowing through known and definite channels.

(15) “Hydrologically sensitive areas” means wetlands and those geographical areas which are specifically designated as hydrologically sensitive areas by the Board because of the importance of the hydrology and hydraulics of the area in meeting the Legislative policy contained in Section 373.016, F.S.

(16) “Impoundment” means any lake, reservoir, pond, or other containment of surface water occupying a bed or depression in the earth’s surface and having a discernible shoreline.

(17) “Incidental Site Activities” means the following activities in uplands which are conducted as part of the construction of a system proposed in an environmental resource permit application: land clearing; grading; excavation of borrow areas for on-site grading; erosion and sediment control measures; road and building subgrade construction (excluding foundation construction); unpaved access road construction; utility installation; fence installation; construction trailer installation; and other similar activities.

(18) “Insect control impoundment dikes” means artificial structures, including earthen berms, constructed and used to impound wetlands or other surface waters for the purpose of insect control.

(19) “Lagoon” means a naturally existing coastal zone depression which is below mean high water and which has permanent or ephemeral communications with the sea, but which is protected from the sea by some type of naturally existing barrier.

(20) “Listed species” means those animal species which are endangered, threatened or of special concern and are listed in Rules 68A-27.003, 68A-27.004, and 68A-27.005, F.A.C., and those plant species listed in 50 Code of Federal Regulations 17.12, when such plants are found to be located in a wetland or other surface water.

(21) “Maintenance” or “repairs” means remedial work of a nature as may affect the safety of any dam, impoundment, reservoir, or appurtenant work or works, but excludes routine custodial maintenance.

(22) “Other surface waters” means surface waters as described and delineated pursuant to Rule 62-340.600, F.A.C., as ratified by Section 373.4211, F.S., other than wetlands.

(23) “Project area” means the area being modified or altered in conjunction with a proposed activity requiring a permit.

(24) “Remove” or “removal” means cessation of use and maintenance activities for a system, or part of a system, accompanied by elimination of all or part of the system.

(25) “Reservoir” means any artificial or natural holding area which contains or will contain the water impounded by a dam.

(26) “Stormwater management system” means a system which is designed and constructed or implemented to control discharges which are necessitated by rainfall events, incorporating methods to collect, convey, store, absorb, inhibit, treat, use, or reuse water to prevent or reduce flooding, overdrainage, environmental degradation, and water pollution or otherwise affect the quantity and quality of discharges from the system.

(27) “Surface water management system” or “system” means a stormwater management system, dam, impoundment, reservoir, appurtenant work, or works, or any combination thereof. The terms “surface water management system” or “system” include areas of dredging or filling, as those terms are defined in subsections 373.403(13) and 373.403(14), F.S.

(28) “Total land area” means land holdings under common ownership which are contiguous or land holdings which are served by common surface water management facilities.

(29) “Traversing work” means any artificial structure or construction that is placed in or across a stream or other watercourse, or an impoundment.

(30) “Water” or “waters in the state” means any and all water on or beneath the surface of the ground or in the atmosphere, including natural or artificial watercourses, lakes, ponds, or diffused surface water and water percolating, standing, or flowing beneath the surface of the ground, as well as all coastal waters within the jurisdiction of the state.

(31) “Wetlands” means those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and a duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils. Soils present in wetlands generally are classified as hydric or alluvial, or possess characteristics that are associated with reducing soil conditions. The prevalent vegetation in wetlands generally consists of facultative or obligate hydrophytic macrophytes that are typically adapted to areas having soil conditions described above. These species, due to morphological, physiological, or reproductive adaptations, have the ability to grow, reproduce, or persist in aquatic environments or anaerobic soil conditions. Florida wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bayheads, bogs, cypress domes and strands, sloughs, wet prairies, riverine swamps and marshes, hydric seepage slopes, tidal marshes, mangrove swamps and other similar areas. Florida wetlands generally do not include longleaf or slash pine flatwoods with an understory dominated by saw palmetto. The landward extent of wetlands is delineated pursuant to Rules 62-340.100 through 62-340.550, F.A.C., as ratified by Section 373.4211, F.S.

(32) “Works” means all artificial structures, including, but not limited to, ditches, canals, conduits, channels, culverts, pipes, and other construction that connects to, draws water from, drains water into, or is placed in or across the waters in the state.
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