40C-42.024 Standard General and Individual Permits.

(1) Any person proposing to construct, alter, operate, maintain, remove, or abandon a stormwater management system, which requires a permit pursuant to Rule 40C-42.022, F.A.C., except those exempted pursuant to Rule 40C-42.0225, F.A.C., or noted in Rule 40C-42.061, F.A.C., shall apply to the District for a standard general or individual environmental resource stormwater permit, prior to the commencement of construction, alteration, removal, operation, maintenance, or abandonment of the stormwater management system. No construction, alteration, removal, operation, maintenance, or abandonment of a stormwater management system shall be undertaken without a valid standard general or individual environmental resource stormwater permit as required pursuant to this section.

(2) The following types of stormwater management systems qualify for a standard general environmental resource stormwater permit and shall be processed according to the administrative procedures set forth in Chapter 40C-40, F.A.C.:

(a) Systems which discharge into a stormwater management system which is permitted pursuant to paragraph 40C-42.024(2)(b), (c), or (d), F.A.C., or subsection 40C-42.024(3), F.A.C., or which was previously approved pursuant to a noticed exemption under Rule 62-25.030, F.A.C., where the appropriate treatment criteria specified in this chapter and applied to the permitted or exempt system are not exceeded by the discharge; however, this does not authorize discharge to the permitted or exempt system without the system owner’s prior written consent.

(b) Systems which meet the applicable design and performance standards of Rule 40C-42.025, F.A.C., and which comply with any one or more of the following:

1. Retention systems which meet the criteria of subsection 40C-42.026(1), F.A.C.;

2. Underdrain systems which meet the criteria of subsection 40C-42.026(2), F.A.C.;

3. Underground exfiltration trench systems which meet the criteria of subsection 40C-42.026(3), F.A.C.;

4. Wet detention systems which meet the criteria of subsection 40C-42.026(4), F.A.C.; or

5. Swale systems which meet the criteria in subsections 40C-42.021(30) and 40C-42.026(5), F.A.C.;

6. Dry detention systems within project areas less than 5 acres in size, and which serve drainage area less than 5 acres in size, and which meet the criteria of subsection 40C-42.026(6), F.A.C.

(c) Modification or reconstruction by a city, county, state agency, federal agency, or special district with drainage responsibility, of an existing stormwater management system which is not intended to increase the original design capacity, and which will not increase pollution loading, or change points of discharge in a manner that would adversely affect the designated uses of waters in the state.

(d) Paving of existing public dirt roads by a public entity if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The road will not serve new development;

2. Additional traffic lanes are not added to the road;

3. The traffic load is not expected to significantly increase;

4. The drainage system serving the road is not significantly altered;

5. Erosion and sediment controls are utilized to prevent turbidity during construction;

6. The project does not involve dredging or filling in wetlands or other surface waters, other than in ditches that were excavated through uplands;

7. Permanent vegetative cover is established on both sides of the pavement within the road right of way; and

8. Swale blocks, or other means, are utilized to retain runoff and promote infiltration in areas with soil having good infiltration (i.e., SCS hydrologic soil groups “A” and “B”).

(e) Wetlands stormwater management systems which meet the criteria in Rules 40C-42.025 and 40C-42.0265, F.A.C.; and

(f) Systems which propose to satisfy the standards of subsection 40C-42.023(1), F.A.C., by employing an alternative treatment methodology or device other than those described in paragraphs (2)(a)-(e), above. An affirmative showing by the applicant that the system design will provide treatment equivalent to retention systems described in subparagraph (2)(b)1., above, will create a presumption in favor of satisfying the standards in paragraph 40C-42.023(1)(a), F.A.C. In addition, systems which have a direct discharge to Class I, Class II, Outstanding Florida Waters, or Class III waters which are approved, conditionally approved, restricted, or conditionally restricted for shellfish harvesting shall provide an additional level of treatment (i.e., additional treatment volume and off-line treatment) pursuant to Rule 40C-42.026, F.A.C., or an alternative demonstrated by the applicant to be equivalent.

(3) Standard general permit applications for stormwater management systems submitted pursuant to Chapter 40C-42, F.A.C., will be processed as applications for individual permits according to the administrative procedures set forth in Chapter 40C-4, F.A.C., when:

(a) A substantial objection has been filed with the District in accordance with the provisions of section 5.7.7, Applicant’s Handbook: Regulation of Stormwater Management Systems;

(b) District staff holds a reasonable doubt that the applicable permit criteria in Chapter 40C-42, F.A.C., are met.

(4) The standard general or individual environmental resource stormwater permit which is granted will include a specified period for which the permit will be valid. Such period, unless the permit is modified or revoked, is generally:

(a) Five years for permits to construct, alter, or remove a system; and

(b) Permanent for permits to operate, maintain, or abandon a system.

(5) Procedures governing transfers, are found in Chapter 40C-1, F.A.C., and procedures governing permit revocation and permit modifications are found in sections 7.7 and 7.8, Applicant’s Handbook: Regulation of Stormwater Management Systems, incorporated by reference in subsection 40C-42.091(1), F.A.C., apply to permits obtained pursuant to this chapter. Procedures governing converting construction to operation permits and transferring the system to the operation and maintenance entity are found in Rule 40C-42.027, F.A.C., below.
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