40C-42.028 Operation Phase Permits.

(1) The operation phase of a stormwater management system permit which was designed by an appropriate registered professional does not become effective until all of the following criteria in this subsection and subsection (3) have occurred:

(a) Within 30 days after completion of construction of the stormwater management system, permittee shall submit a signed and sealed certification by an appropriate registered professional indicating that the system has been constructed and that the system is ready for inspection by the District.

(b) The certification prepared by a registered professional (not necessarily the project design registered professional but one who has been retained by the permittee to provide professional services during the construction phase of project completion) shall be made on form number 40C-1.181(13), As Built Certification by a Registered Professional.

(c) The registered professional shall certify that:

1. The system has been constructed substantially in accordance with approved plans and specifications, or;

2. Any deviations from the approved plans and specifications will not prevent the system from functioning in compliance with the requirements of this chapter. The registered professional shall note and explain substantial deviations from the approved plans and specifications and provide two copies of as-built drawings to the District.

(d) The certification shall be based upon on-site observation of construction (scheduled and conducted by the professional or by a project representative under his or her direct supervision) or review of as-built drawings for the purpose of determining if the work was completed in compliance with approved plans and specifications.

(e) As-built drawings shall be the permitted drawings revised to reflect any changes made during construction. Both the original and revised specifications must be clearly shown. The plans must be clearly labeled as “as-built” or “record” drawings. All surveyed dimensions and elevations required shall be certified by a registered surveyor. The following information, at a minimum, shall be verified on the as-built drawings:

1. Dimensions and elevations of all discharge structures including all weirs, slots, gates pumps, pipes, and oil and grease skimmers;

2. Locations, dimensions, and elevations of all filter, exfiltration, or underdrain systems including cleanouts, pipes, connections to control structures, and points of discharge to the receiving waters;

3. Dimensions, elevations, contours, or cross-sections of all treatment storage areas sufficient to determine stage-storage relationships of the storage area and the permanent pool depth and volume below the control elevation for normally wet systems, when appropriate;

4. Dimensions, elevations, contours, final grades, or cross-sections of the system to determine flow directions and conveyance of runoff to the treatment system;

5. Dimensions, elevations, contours, final grades, or cross-sections of all conveyance systems utilized to convey off-site runoff around the system;

6. Existing water elevation(s) and the date determined; and

7. Elevation and location of benchmark(s) for the survey.

(2) The operation phase of a stormwater management system permit which was not designed by an appropriate registered professional does not become effective until all of the criteria in this subsection, and subsection (3) below, have occurred. Within 30 days after completion of construction of the stormwater management system, permittee shall submit a certification, on form number 40C-1.181(14), As Built Certification, that the system has been constructed in accordance with the design approved by the District and shall notify the District that the system is ready for inspection.

(3) The permittee shall submit documentation to the District showing that adequate provisions have been made for the operation and maintenance of the system and for meeting any special permit conditions. Entities which qualify to operate and maintain systems for purposes of this rule are listed at Rule 40C-42.027, F.A.C., supra. Documentation must include an affirmative indication that the entity intends to or agrees to take over maintenance responsibility for the system, unless the transfer is associated with the conversion of the construction permit to its operation phase and the maintenance entity exists as approved under the permit.

(4) The permit will be converted from a construction permit to an operation permit once the project is determined to be in compliance with the permitted plans and an appropriate entity exists for maintenance of the system. The District will transfer the permit to the maintenance entity upon request, pursuant to Rule 40C-4.351, F.A.C., once all conditions for converting the construction permit to an operation permit have been met.
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