65C-43.003 Criteria for Certification of Safe Houses.

(1) Certification of Safe Foster Homes.

(a) Certification Standards. The child-placing agency must submit a letter of recommendation to the Regional Licensing Authority that the licensed foster home be certified as a safe foster home. The letter of recommendation must be accompanied by the following:


1. An “Application for Certification as a Safe Foster Home or Safe House,” CF-FSP 5403, February 2015, incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06225,
2. A copy of the applicant’s current foster home license and the applicant’s licensing history, placement capacity and gender to be served,

3. A signed “Prudent Parenting Partnership Plan for Sexually Exploited Children or Young Adults,” CF-FSP 5404, February 2015, incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06226,

4. A description of child-caring arrangements and sleeping arrangements,

5. Documentation of completed pre-service training, including specialized training in sexual exploitation, pursuant to subsections 65C-43.004(1)-(2), F.A.C., and continuing educational training hours, if applicable; and,
6. Documentation of compliance with the requirements set forth in sections 409.1678(2)(c)-(d), F.S.

(b) Records. The community-based care or child-placing agency that recommended certification shall maintain in the statewide automated child welfare information system, the Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN), the following for each child placed in a safe foster home or safe house:

1. Demographic information on the child or young adult,

2. The child or young adult’s placement history,

3. Legal documents, such as the Dependency Shelter Order, Predisposition Study, case plan, and Judicial Review Social Study Report (JRSSR), if applicable,

4. The child or young adult’s medical and social history,

5. The child or young adult’s behavior management plan that assesses safety,

6. The child or young adult’s psychological, psychiatric and behavioral history,

7. A service plan that outlines the child or young adult’s services and progress,

8. The child or young adult’s educational history, including school reports, report cards and educational plan,

9. A recreational plan, specific to the child or young adult,

10. A record of independent living activities and trainings that the child or young adult was referred to and/or participated in,

11. A “Services Plan for Sexually Exploited Children and Young Adults,” CF-FSP 5405, April 2015, incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06227, and progress reports; and,

12. The discharge summary.

(c) Security. Each safe foster home shall establish and maintain a security design that promotes ongoing supervision for the oversight of youth or young adults placed in the home as prescribed in sections 409.1678(2)(c)5., 6., F.S.

(2) Approval Process for Certification of Safe Foster Homes.

(a) Upon receipt of a safe foster home certification application, the Regional Licensing Authority shall request from the CBC any supporting documentation that is needed within 10 business days of receipt of the recommendation.

(b) The CBC shall have 30 business days to provide the supporting documentation to the Regional Licensing Authority. If no additional information is provided, or if it is provided after 30 business days, the certification application shall be denied.

(c) The Regional Licensing Authority shall have 90 days following receipt of a certification application packet to approve or deny the application.

(d) If the application for certification is denied, the Regional Licensing Authority shall, within 10 business days of the denial decision, send the foster home applicant a letter specifying the certification standards that were not met.

(e) If the application for certification is approved, the Regional Licensing Authority shall amend the license to include language that the foster home is certified as a safe foster home.

(3) Certification of Safe Houses.

(a) Certification Standards. The child-placing agency must submit the following to the Regional Licensing Authority:

1. An “Application for Certification as a Safe Foster Home or Safe House,” incorporated by reference in subparagraph (1)(a)1., of this rule.

2. A copy of the group home’s current license and summary of the group home’s licensing history.

3. A program description outlining the population, gender and geographical area served by the safe house, and admission and discharge criteria for the safe house.

4. Documentation of personnel qualifications. Personnel qualifications shall meet the requirements prescribed in rule 65C-14.023, F.A.C.

5. Documentation of compliance with staffing requirements.

a. There shall be at least one (1) direct care staff member to every four (4) children or young adults at all times.

b. The agency shall ensure 24-hour-a-day supervision of the children and young adults in its care.

c. Supervision plan policies and procedures shall be approved by the Regional Licensing Authority. Approval shall occur during the initial certification process.

6. Documentation, including photographs, of compliance with interior space requirements.

a. The facility shall have at least one (1) bedroom for every two (2) children or young adults.

b. The bedrooms shall have 50 square feet for the initial occupant and an additional 50 square feet for each additional occupant, and a ceiling height of at least 7 feet, 6 inches.

7. A copy of the facility’s security plan.

8. The group home shall provide documentation of the following services:

a. Plan for victim-witness counseling,

b. Family counseling,

c. Behavioral health care, treatment, and intervention for sexual assault,

d. Substance abuse screening and treatment, if applicable,

e. Life skills training,

f. Survivor mentoring support by a survivor of sexual exploitation; and,

g. Activities schedule.

9. A copy of the admission plan.

a. The admission plan shall identify any exclusionary criteria.

b. The admission plan shall outline the intake and discharge procedures and require the completion of the “Services Plan for Sexually Exploited Children and Young Adults,” incorporated by reference in subparagraph (1)(b)11. of this rule, for each child or young adult.

10. Documentation of pre-service and continuing educational training hours for all staff.

(b) Prior to approval, the Regional Licensing Authority shall review policies and procedures for all services and security plans to ensure they meet minimum standards as set forth in section 409.1678 (2), F.S., including an emergency response plan with local law enforcement agencies.
(c) Changes made to any policies and procedures shall be submitted to the Regional Licensing Authority within 10 business days of the proposed change. Changes shall be reviewed prior to implementation to ensure they meet minimum standards as set forth in section 409.1678(2), F.S.

(d) The child-caring agency shall include the “Services Plan for Sexually Exploited Children and Young Adults,” incorporated by reference in subparagraph (1)(b)11. of this rule, in the child or young adult’s case file.

(4) Approval Process for Certification of Safe Houses.

(a) Upon receipt of a safe house certification application, the Regional Licensing Authority shall request from the child-caring agency any supporting documentation that is needed within 10 business days of receipt of the recommendation.

(b) The child-caring agency shall have 30 business days to provide the supporting documentation to the Regional Licensing Authority. If no additional information is provided, or if it is provided after 30 business days, the certification application shall be denied.

(c) The Regional Licensing Authority shall have 90 days following receipt of a certification application packet to approve or deny the application.

(d) If the application for certification is denied, the Regional Licensing Authority shall, within 10 business days of the denial decision, send the child-caring agency a letter specifying the certification standards that were not met.

(e) If the application for certification is approved, the Regional Licensing Authority shall amend the license to include language that the group home is certified as a safe house.
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