40D-8.621 Operating Levels for Lakes with District-Owned Management Structures.

(1) Schedules, levels, and procedures for operation of lakes with a District-owned management structure shall be established by the Board.

(2) The operating range for a structure of a lake shall be prescribed as that between the high operating level and the low operating level.

(a) High operating level shall be established by the Board in consideration of the Guidance Levels, any applicable established High Minimum Lake Level, public testimony and in keeping with the best lake management practices.

(b) Low operating level shall be established by the Board in consideration of Guidance Levels, any applicable Minimum Lake Level, public testimony and in keeping with the best lake management practices.

(3) Best lake management practices in the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of structures or devices requires a consideration and evaluation of both Long-term and short-term effects of the activity upon the water resources of the District, and mandatory compliance with any High Minimum Lake Level and Minimum Lake Level established for the lake. Factors to be considered include the following:

(a) Conservation and proper utilization of surface water;

(b) Prevention of damage from floods, soil erosion, and excessive drainage;

(c) Protection of natural resources, fish and wildlife;

(d) Storage for aquifer recharge; and

(e) Non-consumptive uses, including but not limited to, navigation, recreation, and aesthetics.
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