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6M-8.601
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 41 No. 246, December 22, 2015 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

6M-8.601 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate

(1) No change.

(2) No change.

(3) Criteria for Inclusion in and Calculations of the VPK Readiness Rate.
(a) No change.
(b) Calculation of the VPK readiness rate:
1. Kindergarten student scores on the Work Sampling System (WSS) administered during the first thirty (30) days of the school year must indicate that these skills are either “In Progress” or “Proficient” to be considered “ready for kindergarten.” In order for a provider to be considered to have successfully administered the VPK program, the provider must have seventy (70) percent of children ready using the calculation in this section. A provider failing to meet this standard will be placed on probation.
2. The “Percent of Children Ready for Kindergarten” shall be calculated as the number of “Children Ready for Kindergarten” on the screening measure divided by the total number of “Children in the Readiness Rate Calculation” meeting the requirements in subparagraphs (3)(a)1. And (3)(a)2., of this rule.
(c) No change.
(d) No change.
(4) No change.
(5) Providers Placed on Probation. If the readiness rate of a private or public VPK provider falls below the minimum rate adopted by the Office, the provider shall be placed on probation and notified of such designation.  The provider shall acknowledge such designation on the Office’s readiness rate website within twenty-one (21) days of the release of the final readiness rates.
(a) As a result of the calculation of readiness rates, providers on probation will fall into one of the following status categories:
1. Provider on Probation, Year 1 (POP1). POP1 are defined and subject to Rule 6M-8.700, F.A.C.
2. Provider on Probation, Year 2 (POP2). POP2 are defined and subject to Rule 6M-8.701, F.A.C.
3. Provider on Probation, Year 3 (POP3) or higher. POP3 or higher defined and subject to Rule 6M-8.701, F.A.C. and Rule 6M-8.603, F.A.C. Depending upon the outcome of a good cause exemption application, a provider in this status may be subject to Rule 6M-8.702, F.A.C..
4. Provider on Probation without a current readiness rate. A provider who was previously on probation but did not receive a readiness rate in the following year remains as a provider on probation in the same year status (i.e., POP1, POP2, etc.).
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