40E-4.451 Emergency Authorization.

(1) The District issues two types of emergency authorizations, pursuant to the procedures in Rule 40E-1.6115, F.A.C., as set forth below:

(a) Authorization to begin construction, alteration, operation, maintenance, removal or abandonment of a system prior to obtaining a permit may be applied for, in writing, when emergency conditions justify. However, no such permission shall be granted unless an environmental resource permit application for the proposed activity has been submitted. A serious set of unforeseen or unforeseeable circumstances must exist to create an emergency. Mere carelessness or lack of planning on the part of the applicant shall not be sufficient grounds to warrant the granting of emergency authorization.

(b) Upon the District’s determination that an emergency exists within its geographic jurisdiction or any part thereof, the Executive Director shall issue an emergency order which shall describe the conditions which are causing the emergency and the type of corrective action necessary to minimize or abate the emergency condition.

1. An emergency exists when immediate action is necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare; the health of animals, fish or aquatic life; the works of the District; a public water supply, or recreational, commercial, industrial, agricultural, or other reasonable uses.

2. The emergency order shall be delivered by service of process or by personal delivery by an agent of the District to the person responsible for conducting the corrective actions, or their agent. Such action shall include appropriate public notice in accordance with Chapter 50, F.S.

(2) All emergency authorization orders shall expire upon the granting or denial of the pending permit application, or as otherwise specified in the emergency authorization order.

Specific Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.119(2), 373.413 FS. History–New 9-3-81, Formerly 16K-4.13, Amended 10-3-95, 7-2-98.

