40E-63.400 Purpose and Policy.

(1) This Program implements requirements of the Everglades Forever Act (EFA), Section 373.4592(4)(f)5. and 6., F.S., for the C-139 Basin, and also provides a regulatory process for landowners whose water management systems connect with and make use of the canals, structures and other Works of the District within the C-139 Basin, in accordance with Section 373.085, F.S. 

(2) Since water quality monitoring data from the C-139 Basin demonstrate that the landowners within the C-139 Basin have collectively exceeded the annual loading of phosphorus of 28.7 metric tons, landowners are required to implement a best management practices (BMP) program for reduction of phosphorus in discharges that is consistent with the land uses within the Basin. 

(3) The objectives of this BMP program are as follows:

(a) To immediately require initial implementation of a BMP program for reducing and controlling phosphorus discharges from the C-139 Basin (later in this Chapter referred to as Level I); 

(b) To provide a compliance methodology for determining whether additional measures will be required of landowners (later in this Chapter referred to as Levels II through IV); and

(c) To establish an inspection and enforcement program to ensure that phosphorus discharges from the basin do not exceed historic levels, based upon water quality monitoring data from the period October 1, 1978 to September 30, 1988, in accordance with Chapter 40E-63, F.A.C., Appendix B-2, “C-139 Basin Compliance Methodology”, dated October 2001.

(4) This Program requires landowners to reduce phosphorus discharges from the C-139 Basin, and in conjunction with the Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs), especially STA-5, provides a sound basis for the State of Florida’s long-term cleanup and restoration objectives for the Everglades.

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the permittees within the C-139 Basin shall not be required to implement any additional water quality improvement measures before December 31, 2006, in accordance with the EFA, Section 373.4592(4)(f)3., F.S.

(6) Unless otherwise provided by this Part IV of Chapter 40E-63, F.A.C., nothing herein shall be construed to modify any existing state water quality standards, nor to otherwise restrict the authority granted to the District pursuant to Chapter 373, F.S.

Specific Authority 373.044, 373.083, 373.085, 373.086, 373.113, 373.4592 FS. Law Implemented 373.085, 373.4592 FS. History–New 1-24-02.

