Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Real Estate Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:
61J2-3.008
Pre-licensing Education for Broker and Sales Associate Applicants

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Commission proposes the rule amendment to delete unnecessary language and to add new language to clarify the pre-licensing education requirements for broker and sales associate applicants.

SUMMARY: The rule amendment will delete unnecessary language and to add new language to clarify the pre-licensing education requirements for broker and sales associate applicants.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Commission meeting, the Commission, based upon the expertise and experience of its members, determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 475.05 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 475.04, 475.17, 475.182, 475.183, 475.451 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Juana Watkins, Executive Director, Division of Real Estate, 400 W. Robinson Street, Suite N801, Orlando, Florida 32801

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

61J2-3.008 Pre-licensing Education for Broker and Sales Associate Applicants
(1) No change.
(2)(a) Any licensed sales associate desiring to become licensed as a broker must satisfactorily complete the Commission-prescribed course designated as Course II. This course will consist of 72 hours of 50 minutes each, inclusive of examination, in the fundamentals of real estate appraising, investment, financing, and brokerage and management operations.
(b) For all courses approved for classroom delivery, 50 minute hours means fifty minutes of classroom instruction, exclusive of any breaks, recesses, or other time not spent in instruction. Classroom hours are  the hours  delivered live by an instructor in a classroom or by a live streaming or any means of video conferencing technology while the students are in attendance.
(c)  Any school requesting approval for a distance learning course via streaming video or any other means of video conferencing technology must submit to the DBPR at the time of course submission all course materials as well as information on the delivery method and software platform being used.
(3) No change.
(4)(a) A grade of 70% or higher on the Commission-prescribed end-of-course examination constitutes satisfactory course completion. The school shall administer the examination upon completion of the instruction, provided the student has not missed in excess of 8 hours of classroom instruction.
(b) The school must submit to the Commission two complete copies of the course materials and end-of-course examinations; one submission must be blind. The school must also submit a copy of the course, and access to the course, in the format in which the course will be offered to the student. student will use it. Pre-license courses shall be resubmitted for evaluation prior to every second renewal. When delivered by distance education, the course and examination shall comply with the “Course Approval criteria” as follows:
1. Distance learning necessitates a high level of self-direction and should, therefore, require students to read, conduct research, complete timed exams and similar assignments, designed to measure the student’s competency relative to the required subject matter objectives. Distance learning study must be offered on a classroom hour per classroom hour basis.
2. Distance learning means the delivery of education offerings or courses via the internet and/or other interactive electronic media. Such offerings or courses shall be interactive, providing for the interchange of information between the student, and instructor, and shall provide for the registration, evaluation, monitoring, and verification of pre-license education: 50 minute hours for distance learning courses shall be the equivalent of the 50 minute classroom hour in a classroom delivery course.
32. No change.
a. through j. No change.
(c) The Commission will approve pre-licensure courses for a period of 24 months and evaluate the course for renewal, provided the school submits the form DBPR RE 2090b, “Request for Course Evaluation,” renewal application no more than 120 days later than 90 days prior to the course expiration date. The renewal application must include the course materials, the end-of-course examinations and a summary of what updates and revisions have been made to the course. A school may grade an examination within 15 days after the expiration date of the course, provided it receives the materials prior to or on the date of expiration. Schools shall notify students of the course number and expiration date upon enrollment.
(d) No change
(5) through (9) No change.
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