6A-18.042 Issuance of License.

(1) In order to be eligible for and maintain a license to operate a Vending facility, an individual must be:

(a) A Blind person as defined in 34 CFR §395.1, Terms, and Section 413.033(1), F.S.;

(b) A citizen of the United States;

(c) Eighteen (18) years of age or older;

(d) Possess a high school diploma or equivalency;

(e) Must pass a security background investigation, which shall include fingerprinting, statewide criminal and juvenile records checks through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and federal criminal records checks through the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and may include local criminal records checks through local law enforcement agencies; and,

(2) An individual who is found to have been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo contendere to, whether or not adjudication is withheld, any crime that is a felony or a first degree misdemeanor, shall be disqualified from eligibility for a license to operate a Vending facility unless the Department exempts the individual from disqualification based on a consideration of:

(a) The passage of time since commission of the crime(s);

(b) The circumstances surrounding the crime(s);

(c) The nature of the harm caused any victim of the crime(s); and,

(d) Other evidence provided by the applicant demonstrating to a clear and convincing standard that the applicant should not be disqualified from eligibility.

(3) The Division shall issue a license to operate a Vending facility after an individual has satisfactorily completed the Vending Facility Training Program Application (Form DBS-BBE 005) as incorporated by reference in Rule 6A-18.046, F.A.C., the subsequent Vending Facility Training Program, and the Licensure Examination.

(4) The license shall be continuously valid, subject to:

(a) The Blind licensee’s continuing to meet the requirements of licensure;

(b) The voluntary relinquishment of the license;

(c) Death of the Blind licensee;

(d) Revocation of the license as set forth in Rule 6A-18.00421, F.A.C.; or

(e) The Blind licensee failing, for a period of five (5) years, to actively hold either a Permanent or a Temporary L.O.F.A.;

(5) Any Blind licensee whose license becomes invalid under paragraph 6A-18.042(4)(e), F.A.C., must complete the requirements of subsection 6A-18.042(3), F.A.C., prior to participating in any future selection process.
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