65G-13.003 Individual and Family Supports Criteria.

(1) Individuals determined to need IFS funding will be prioritized for available funds based on criteria set forth in subsections (5) through (9).

(2) If multiple IFS requests fall within the same prioritization category, they will be prioritized within that category by consideration of the intensity of services needed.

(3) The majority of IFS funds are provided to the state through federal Social Services Block Grant (SSBG), authorized under Title XX of the Social Security Act. These funds provide for a variety of services. However, federal interpretation specifically prohibits the use of SSBG funds for providing medical services, dental services, and for providing direct stipends to individuals or their families. Instead, the General Revenue funding category may be used for medical and dental services, and for in-home subsidies.

(4) The Agency will not authorize IFS funds that exceed the availability of funds.

(5) First Priority Criteria: In Home Subsidies IFS funds are to be used for individuals who are in supported living and who require stipends as provided in section 393.0695, F.S. In-home subsidy expenditures for either a startup or ongoing subsidy can be paid only with General Revenue funds from the IFS Category. These funds cannot be used to provide a cash payment or reimbursement to an individual or family member. The payment must be made directly to the vendors.

(6) Second Priority Criteria: Emergency Services are services that are critical for health and safety and for which no other resource is available to meet the need. These include the following:

(a) Services needed to address critical needs of individuals who are not eligible for the waiver services or individuals who are on the Waiting List.

(b) Services to alleviate a potential crisis referral if the services needed are time-limited (such as respite until a caregiver recuperates from surgery), and services to assist individuals who did not meet crisis criteria but who have emergency needs.

(c) Individuals who have requested Significant Additional Needs funding above their current annual iBudget Algorithm Amount who need emergency services while waiting for final approval of the Significant Additional Needs funds. In these circumstances IFS funds may be used if there are not funds within the client’s existing iBudget to provide temporary services while the Significant Additional Needs determination is made.

(d) Individuals turning 21 who will lose some Medicaid State Plan benefits and who have a continued need for services.

(e) Individuals transitioning out of the school system at age 22 and who are in need of services for employment or other meaningful day activities.

(f) Children ages 3-5 who are in transition and are in need of early intervention services not provided by Children’s Medical Services (CMS) or the school system.

(7) Third Priority Criteria: Supported Employment IFS are to be used for individuals who have previously received follow along supported employment services and continue to need these supports to maintain employment. Individuals who obtain a job through the non-recurring legislative appropriation, and continue their jobs into the next fiscal year yet need ongoing supports, may use IFS to maintain employment.

(8) Fourth Priority Criteria: Current Contracts ‒ IFS are to be used to reimburse providers contracted to assist individuals on the Waiting List for services such as Life Skills Development 1, 2, or 3, etc. or Residential Habilitation. Contracts are required for any provider that exceeds the $35,000 annual threshold for payment of all services provided to all individuals within a fiscal year. IFS are to be used to assist individuals who are already receiving ongoing services through IFS funds but have not reached the contracted expenditure threshold of $35,000, and therefore do not require a contract.

(9) Fifth Priority Criteria: Non-Emergency Services – Services for individuals on the Waiting List who have needs for services that are not emergency in nature can be approved for time periods that do not exceed the end of the fiscal year. These funds are only to be authorized if all other priorities described above have been met.
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