58A-2.003 License Required.

(1) The face of the license shall contain the following information: the name and address of the provider, including the principal office and all branch offices, all hospice residences and inpatient facilities, all counties served by the hospice, the name of the owner, and the effective and expiration dates of the license. The hospice shall notify the AHCA and the Department in writing at least sixty (60) days before making a change in name or address of the provider.

(2) If change of ownership is contemplated, the new owner shall submit, or cause to be submitted, an application for license and receive a license prior to commencement of operation of the hospice. A signed agreement to correct any existing licensure deficiencies shall accompany the license application, together with documentation to evidence that the ownership change has taken place, and a statement that records pertaining to the administrative operation of the provider will be retained and available for official inspection by the AHCA.

(3) If a merger of two or more hospice providers is contemplated, the legal and incorporated entity that will be responsible for the operational function of the hospice after the merger shall notify the AHCA prior to the merger. Notification will include the anticipated date for the merger and reason for the merger. The AHCA shall require the legal entity to submit an application for license, including a revised plan for the delivery of hospice care to terminally ill patients and their families who will be affected by the merger.
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