58A-2.0236 Residential Units.

(1) Residential units which are established by a licensed hospice provider will not be required to be separately licensed. Residential units shall comply with local codes and ordinances governing zoning, fire, safety, and health standards.

(2) Residential units shall be maintained in a manner which provides for managing personal hygiene needs of the patients and implementation of infection control procedures.

(3) Equipment and furnishings in residential units will provide for the health care needs of the resident while providing a home-like or non-institutional type of atmosphere.

(4) The hospice provider shall insure that:

(a) Each patient residing in a residential unit has an identified individual who will serve as that patient’s principal advocate and contact person.

(b) The residential unit is staffed at sufficient skill level and number to meet the needs of the patients and their families.

1. At all times the residential unit shall be staffed with a minimum of two (2) employees, one (1) of which shall be a licensed nurse.

2. Units for more than eight (8) patients shall be a staff-to-patient ratio of one to four (1:4) calculated on a twenty-four (24) hour period. At no time shall the unit have a staff-to-patient ratio of less than one to six (1:6).

3. All staff on duty shall assist with evacuation of patients in the event of an emergency.

(5) Services provided in the residential unit are consistent with the plan of care prepared for that patient and are consistent with services provided by the hospice program in other settings.

(6) Residential units shall be equipped to prepare meals that meet the dietary requirements of the patient.

(7) Residential units shall comply with the following codes and standards:

(a) All new facilities and additions and renovations to existing facilities shall be in compliance with:

1. The Florida Building Code, as described in Chapter 3 of Section 311.2 (R4) as adopted by the Florida Building Commission and incorporated by reference in subsection 9B-3.047(1), F.A.C., dated December 16, 2001, by the Department of Community Affairs and obtainable from the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc., 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham, Alabama 35213-1206; 

2. The National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code 101, Chapter 32, Residential Board and Care Occupancy and incorporated by reference in Rule 4A-3.012, F.A.C., dated November 6, 2001, by the Division of State Fire Marshal at the Department of Finance and obtainable from the National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, P. O. Box 9101, Quincy, Massachusetts 02269-9101; and 

3. Chapter 11, Section 11-6.1(1) of the Florida Building Code, as adopted by the Florida Building Commission and incorporated by reference in subsection 9B-3.047(1), F.A.C., dated December 16, 2001, by the Department of Community Affairs and obtainable from the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc., 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham, Alabama 35213-1206.

(b) All existing facilities shall comply with National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code 101, Chapter 33, Residential Board and Care Occupancy and incorporated by reference in Rule 4A-3.012, F.A.C., dated November 6, 2001, by the Division of State Fire Marshal at the Department of Finance and obtainable from the National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, P. O. Box 9101, Quincy, Massachusetts, 02269-9101.
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