59A-3.079 Codes and Standards to Be Used for Construction of Hospitals.

(1) All construction of new hospitals and all construction of additions, alterations, refurbishing, renovations to and reconstruction of existing hospitals shall be in compliance with the following codes and standards:

(a) The building codes described in Rule 9B-3.047, F.A.C.;

(b) The fire codes described in Chapter 69A-3, F.A.C.;

(c) The handicap accessibility standards in Chapter 553, Part V, F.S.;

(d) Facilities must comply with the requirements of the federal Americans With Disabilities Act;

(e) The following National Fire Codes of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA);

1. Chapter 37, Installation and Use of Stationary Combustion Engines and Gas Turbines (1990 edition);

2. Chapter 50, Bulk Oxygen Systems at Consumer Sites (1990 edition);

3. Chapter 70B, Electrical Equipment Maintenance (1990 edition);

4. Chapter 70E, Electrical Safety Requirements for Employee Workplaces (1988 edition);

5. Chapter 77, Static Electricity (1988 edition);

6. Chapter 78, Lightning Protection Code (1989 edition);

7. Chapter 99B, Hypobaric Facilities (1990 edition);

8. Chapter 110A, Stored Electrical Energy Emergency and Standby Power Systems (1989 edition);

9. Chapter 170, Fire Safety Symbols (1991 edition);

10. Chapter 262, Method of Test for Fire and Smoke Characteristics of Electrical Wires (1990 edition);

11. Chapter 321, Basic Classification of Flammable and Combustible Liquids (1987 edition);

12. Chapter 497M, Classification of Gases, Vapors and Ducts for Electrical Equipment in Hazardous (Classified) Locations (1991 edition);

13. Chapter 600, Private Fire Brigades (1986 edition);

14. Chapter 801, Facilities Handling Radioactive Materials (1991 edition);

15. Chapter 850, Fossil Fueled Steam and Combustion Turbine Electric Generating Plants (1990 edition);

(f) Fire, Smoke and Radiation Damper Installation Guide for HVAC Systems (1986), Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors National Association, Inc. (SMACNA);

(2) No building shall be converted to hospital use unless it complies with the standards and codes set forth herein and with the physical plant standards set forth in Rule 59A-3.081, F.A.C., Physical Plant Requirements.

(3) Buildings acquired or constructed for purposes of outpatient treatment or diagnosis and which are to be included under the hospital license, whether on the premises or off, shall comply with the applicable portions of this rule. This requirement includes modular and prefabricated buildings. The outpatient portion of these facilities will be reviewed as business occupancy, and outpatient surgery areas will be reviewed as ambulatory health care occupancy.

(4) Local codes which set more stringent standards or add additional requirements shall take precedence over these standards and requirements as set forth in this section. Contact the Office of Plans and Construction when conflicts occur.

(5) The Fire Safety Evaluation System as described in NFPA-101M shall not be used as design criteria for new construction. The requirements of this rule are the minimum requirements.
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