59A-9.019 Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply specifically to abortion clinics.

(1) “Abortion” means the termination of human pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a live birth or to remove a dead fetus.

(2) “Abortion Clinic” or “Clinic” means a facility, institution, or place in which abortions are performed other than a hospital or a physician’s office which is not used primarily for the performance of abortions.

(3) “Anesthesiologist” means a person currently licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy pursuant to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S., and certified by the American Board of Anesthesiology.

(4) “Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner, (ARNP)” means a person currently licensed pursuant to Chapter 464, F.S.

(5) “Agency” means the Agency for Health Care Administration.

(6) “Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist, (CRNA)” means a person currently licensed pursuant to Chapter 464, F.S., and certified by the Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists.

(7) “Clinical staff” means the individuals employed full or part time by an abortion clinic who are licensed or certified to provide care prior to, during, or after an abortion.

(8) “Department” means the Department of Health.

(9) “F.A.C.” means the Florida Administrative Code.

(10) “Facility” means those objects, including physical plant, equipment, and supplies necessary for providing required services.

(11) “Hospital” means a facility licensed under Chapter 395, F.S.

(12) “License” means the certificate issued by the agency for the operation of the facility. This document constitutes the authority to receive patients and to perform the services included within the scope of this rule and as specified on the license.

(13) “Licensed” means that person or facility to which the term is applied has a current or valid license, certificate or registration issued by the State of Florida to follow his profession or vocation within the State of Florida, and when applied to a health care facility means that the facility has a current license issued by the agency.

(14) “Licensee” means the person who has been granted a license to operate an abortion clinic and who has ultimate authority and responsibility for the operation, management, control, conduct, and functioning of the abortion clinic.

(15) “Licensure” means the process of obtaining official or legal permission to operate an abortion clinic.

(16) “Licensed Practical Nurse, (L.P.N.)” means a person currently licensed as an L.P.N. pursuant to Chapter 464, F.S.

(17) “Medical Director” means a physician licensed under Chapter 458 or 459, F.S., and who has admitting privileges at a licensed hospital in this state or has a transfer agreement with a licensed hospital within reasonable proximity of the abortion clinic.

(18) “Patient” means any woman receiving services in an abortion clinic.

(19) “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, or association.

(20) “Physician Assistant, (P.A.)” means a person currently licensed as a P.A. pursuant to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S.

(21) “Physician” means a person currently licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy pursuant to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S.

(22) “Premises” means those buildings, beds, and facilities of the clinic and all other buildings, beds, and facilities for the performance of abortions located in such reasonable proximity to the main address of the licensee and appear to the public to be under the domain and the control of the licensee.

(23) “Reasonable proximity” means a distance not to exceed thirty (30) minutes transport time by emergency vehicle. 

(24) “Registered Professional Nurse, (R.N.)” means a person currently licensed as a R.N. pursuant to Chapter 464, F.S.

(25) “Trimester” means a 12-week period of pregnancy.

(a) First Trimester. The first 12 weeks of pregnancy (the first 14 completed weeks from the last normal menstrual period).

(b) Second Trimester. That portion of a pregnancy following the 12th week and extending through the 24th week of gestation.

(c) Third Trimester. That portion of pregnancy beginning with the 25th week of gestation. 

(26) “Volunteer” means a person who is not employed by the facility who interacts with patients on behalf of the abortion clinic.
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