59A-11.030 Pharmaceuticals and Anesthetics.

(1) There shall be written prescriptions or protocols signed by a practitioner legally authorized to prescribe for all drugs administered to clients within the birth center. Systemic analgesics and local anesthetics may be administered under the following conditions:

(a) The clinical staff member who administers the systemic analgesic or local anesthetic is legally authorized to do so and shall be present in the birth center during the use of intravenous analgesics;

(b) The dosage and drugs are specifically noted in the protocols for clinical services; and,

(c) The use of such drugs is in conformance with the policies and procedures of the birth center.

(2) General and conduction anesthesia shall not be administered at birth centers except in those birth centers exempted from restrictions pursuant to section 383.335, F.S., and only when the following conditions are met:

(a) The anesthesia service shall have written policies and procedures that are approved by the governing body and clinical staff, are reviewed annually, signed and dated at the time of review, revised and enforced as necessary;

(b) A qualified anesthesiologist or certified registered nurse anesthetist designated by the governing body shall be responsible for coordinating the functions, equipment, and supplies of the service;

(c) All general anesthesia shall be administered by an anesthesiologist or certified registered nurse anesthetist;

(d) A physician shall be present in the birth center during the anesthesia and post-anesthesia recovery period until the client is fully alert;

(e) Prior to the administration of anesthesia, the patient's condition shall be assessed;

(f) The responsibilities and qualifications of all anesthesia personnel, including physician, nurse anesthetists and all other trainees, must be defined in a policy statement, job description, or other appropriate document; and,

(g) Anesthetic safety regulations shall be developed, posted and enforced. Such regulations shall include at least the following requirements:

1. All operating room electrical and anesthesia equipment shall be inspected on no less than a quarterly basis, and a written record of the results and corrective actions shall be maintained;

2. Flammable anesthetic agents shall not be employed in birth centers;

3. Each anesthetizing location shall be identified by a prominently posted permanent sign that clearly states that the anesthetizing location is not approved for flammable anesthetic agents;

4. Electrical equipment in anesthetizing areas shall be on an audiovisual line isolation monitor, with the exception of radiological equipment and fixed lighting more than five feet above the floor;

5. Each anesthetic gas machine shall have a pin-index system, a fail-safe mechanism, a minimum oxygen flow safety device which will prevent administration of less than 25% percent oxygen and less than 300 milliliters per minute oxygen flow, and an in-line oxygen monitor; and,

6. All reusable anesthesia equipment in direct contact with the patient shall be cleaned or sterilized as appropriate after each use;

7. At a minimum, the following monitors shall be applied to all patients receiving conduction or general anesthesia:

a. Precordiol or esophageal stethoscope;

b. Blood pressure cuff;

c. Electrocardiogram;

d. Continuous temperature device; and,

e. Inspired oxygen concentration.

(3) There shall be policies and procedures addressing the receiving, transcribing, and implementing of orders for administration of drugs.

(4) Written policies shall be established addressing the type and intended use of any drug to be used by patients within the facility.

(5) Anesthetic agents other than systemic analgesics and local anesthetics for pudendal blocks shall not be used.

(6) Drugs shall be administered only by personnel or clinical staff licensed to administer drugs.

(7) Drugs, medications, and chemicals kept anywhere in the center shall be handled pursuant to chapters 465 and 499, F.S., and rules promulgated thereunder.

(8) Drugs, chemicals, and medications shall be stored and secured in specifically designated cabinets, closets, drawers, or storerooms and made accessible only to authorized persons pursuant to the provisions in chapters 465 and 499, F.S., and rules promulgated thereunder.

(9) Poisonous chemicals, caustic materials, or drugs shall show appropriate warning or poison labels and shall be stored separately from other drugs. Drugs for external use shall be separated from drugs for internal use.
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