59A-22.002 Definitions.

(1) “Administrator” means the person who has general administrative charge of a home health agency, nurse registry, or homemaker, companion, or sitter service.

(2) “Agency” or “AHCA” means the Agency for Health Care Administration.

(3) “Department” or “DHRS” means the Department of Health & Rehabilitative Services.

(4) “Determination of Good Moral Character” means a determination that all persons who enter the home of a patient or individual have committed no disqualifying offense pursuant to 400.512, F.S., or that they have been rehabilitated, and do not present a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of the patient or individual as described in s. 400.512(3)(b), F.S.

(5) “Disposition” means the sentencing or other final settlement of a criminal case which shall include, regardless of adjudication, a plea of nolo contendere or guilty, or a conviction by a judge or jury.

(6) “Disqualifying Offense” means any offense, act of abuse or neglect, or act of domestic violence pursuant to s. 400.512(1) & (2), F.S.

(7) “Exemption from Disqualification” means an exemption granted by a panel of at least three (3) members following an informal hearing during which the caregiver presents clear and convincing evidence to support a reasonable belief that he or she is of good moral character, has been rehabilitated, and does not present a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of the patient or individual as described in s. 400.512(3)(b), F.S.

(8) “FDLE” means the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.

(9) “Screening” means an assessment of the background of home health agency personnel, nurse registry personnel, and persons registered under Section 400.509, F.S. This includes employment history checks, personal reference checks, and records checks of the Department of Health & Rehabilitative Services Central Abuse Registry, and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Crime Information Bureau. An analysis and review of court dispositions, police reports, criminal history reports, and abuse and neglect reports is completed to determine whether screened individuals have any disqualifying offenses. Home health agency personnel, nurse registry, homemaker, companion, or sitter, and certified nursing assistants are defined pursuant to s. 400.462, F.S.

Specific Authority 400.497, 400.512 FS. Law Implemented 400.462, 400.512, 400.497 FS. History–New 1-5-95.

