Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.: RULE TITLE:

6A-3.0171: Responsibilities of School Districts for Student Transportation

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 43 No. 13, January 20, 2017 issue of the Florida Administrative Register. 

(1) through (7) No change. 
(8) Inspection and maintenance of school buses.
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) Inspection of buses shall be scheduled and performed at a maximum interval of thirty (30) school days. Any bus that is removed from service or deadlined so as to disrupt the safety inspection schedule shall be inspected prior to being returned to service. All deficiencies discovered during the safety inspection shall be noted on the inspection form (2017-IF). Follow-up repairs of all safety related items shall be made before the bus is returned to service and shall be documented.
(d) School bus inspections shall be conducted by technicians certified as school bus safety inspectors in accordance with the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspection Manual, 2017 Edition. The State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Application (Form 2017-SI) (DOS link) effective March 2017, and the District Online Test Administrator Application (Form 2017-TA) (DOS link) effective March 2017 are hereby incorporated by reference and made part of this rule. These documents may be obtained from the Department’s website at: http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7585/urlt/0085485-floridaschoolbussafetyinspectionmanual-1.pdf and may also be obtained from the School Transportation Management Section, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at a cost not to exceed actual production and distribution cost. The requirement that inspections be performed by a certified Florida Sschool Bus Safety Inspector may be waived for a period not to exceed six (6) months when an emergency condition exists, upon written notification to the Commissioner of Education by the district superintendent.
(e) No change. 
(9) through (10) No change. 
State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspection Manual, 2017
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A. Level 1 Certified School Bus Safety Inspector
1) Qualifications Requirements:
b) Candidates must submit a State of Florida, School Bus Safety Inspector Application (form 2017-SI) to the inspector-trainer for the two-day class; to the district test administrator prior to the online test; and to the FDOE test administrator prior to the hands-on test.
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5) Hands-on Test:
j) The employer listed on the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Application (form 2017-SI) will receive certification status of each candidate.
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B. Level 2 Certified School Bus Safety Inspector/Trainer
1) Qualifications Requirements
c) Candidates must submit a copy of their completed State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Application (form 2017-SI) to the FDOE trainer at the time of the train-the-trainer class.
4) Duties
b) Trainers must sign the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Application (form 2017-SI) to verify that inspector candidates have received appropriate training.
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School Bus Safety Inspection Recertification Program
1. Qualifications Requirements:
b) Inspector-trainers must ensure that recertification candidates obtain manual revision information and that candidates have thoroughly studied this information prior to testing. Trainers must sign the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Application (form 2017-SI) recertification application to file with the school district transportation department.
3. Testing Requirements:
e) The candidate must provide the test administrator with a valid driver license and a completed State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Aapplication (form 2017-SI) with an email address, if available.
j) The online test program will provide the candidate with a score immediately. The current employer listed on the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector Aapplication (form 2017-SI) will receive the certificate by mail.
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District Online Test Administrator Guidelines and Requirements
1. District Online Test Administrator Guidelines
a) The candidate must present a photo ID and a copy of the State of Florida School Bus Safety Inspector application (form 2017-SI).
2. District Online Test Administrator Requirements
d) Test administrators must complete and submit a form, 2017-TA, District Online Test Administrator Application titled “State of Florida, School Bus Safety Inspector Test Administrator” to the FDOE for approval.
