60A-1.011 Identical Evaluations of Responses.

(1) When evaluating vendor responses to solicitations, if the agency is confronted with identical pricing or scoring from multiple vendors, the agency shall determine the order of award using the following criteria, in the order of preference listed below (from highest priority to lowest priority):

(a) The response is from a Florida-domiciled entity, as determined by the Department of State.

(b) If the response relates to manufactured commodities, the response provides for manufacturing such commodities within the state (in preference over any foreign manufacturer);

(c) If the response relates to manufactured commodities, the response provides for a foreign manufacturer that also has at least 200 employees working in the state (in preference over a foreign manufacturer with less than 200 employees working in the state); or

(d) The response certifies that a drug-free workplace has been implemented in accordance with Section 287.087, F.S.

(2) Section 287.057(12), F.S., states that “if two equal responses to a solicitation or a request for quote are received and one response is from a certified minority business enterprise, the agency shall enter into a contract with the certified minority business enterprise.”

(3) If subsections (1) and (2) fail to resolve the identical evaluations, the agency shall award the contract to the respondent whose  response is deemed by the agency to be in the best interests of the State, considering factors such as prior performance on state contracts or other governmental contracts.

(4) In the event that the application of subsections (1), (2), and (3) fails to resolve the identical evaluations, the agency shall determine the award by a means of random selection (e.g., a coin toss or drawing of numbers).
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